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rich Clergy have to their Eſtates, 
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8 or Miniſter, permanently eft 


- reſigning his Crown to the Legare of a Bi 


to be mentioned with this reſtrictive Phraſe, 


| 7 1 | * 5 
n ** * 
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e. the One | 
Prieſt of the Chriſtian Profeſſion, of the Order 
of Melchizedeck, who had wo DzeuTY, the ONE 
Bishop oF Souls, the Author and FINISEHER of 
the Chriſtian Faith, who, therefore le none to 
pretend to finiſh or perfect what he made Com- 
pleat himſelf, and to add to, or change his ſingle 
indiſpenſible Hierarchy, A 

e took away the National Church of the 
Fetus, did not enact any other in its ſtead ; did 
not appoint any Churcb-Repreſent ative, Council, 
Synod or Convocation, nor any Church-Legiflays 
to make Laws for his peculiar Subjects. 

He did not enact any ſettled Sees, or Banga, 
- external A a 3 e of Rablick 

orſhip, or Eccleſiaſtic udicature, they: tire 
of ; Temporal - Civil Erection, . 
to the Model of the ſecular Empire of Rome, by 
Conſtantine, Fuſtinian, &c. on Reaſons of Poli- 

then and in that Dominion ; and by - King 
by here, after he had betray d his People by 


[ ©. 


(of no Divine Legation) and the true Characters 
of THEM are very Wicked, in the moſt Authentick 
—— ſome written by Eccleſiaſticks them- 
elves. . - 1 
Even the King's 8 here is a Supremacy 
in Parliament, part of the publick Truſt repoſed 
in him by the Original Compact of his 1 — 
a Civil Right, though call'd Spiritual in the Ulage 
of Speech, to diſtinguiſh its /uppoſed ObjeFs. 
Even that 1 which was uſi | 
here by .the Biſhop of Rome, (and all Biſhops 
would be like him) is ſuppoſed to be re- 
ſtored to the Crown by ſeveral Statutes, faid 


Y or 


31 
or ſome like it: — to be that Power which 
© was, Or OUGHT to HAVE BEEN, in that Biſhop.” 
3. e. If ux had no trus Authority, none ſuch could 
be had or exerciſed by the 98 itſelf, as an- 
sTORED from H1M 70 the Crown ; much leſs by 
any Biſhop, Prieſt, Ecdeſiaftical Officer, or geri 
tual Turifdifi 108, | 

* Theſe Words, OUGHT To HAVE, referr us 
to the Truth and Fu ice of the Pretenſion; as 
to 9 the Cauon- Lau itſelf is built on For 7. 
the Decrees and Decretals were 3 
burnt the Canon Law, and the Brſbop's: In- 
s of bis Autbority ; the ion let 
out on that Foot ; the retaining and reyiving the 
Canon-Law is Popery (till, repu to our 
Nicution, as ſuch; an, Ea is an expreſs 
Branch of char Canon-Low, by which a Proteſtant 
5 gueſs at the whole; And Dr. Burnet, late 

op of Sarem, in a familiar Diſcourſe, with 

the ena, ingenious, and worth bee, The 

1 at Law, freely Nane. 

Canos- Lom, and the r ys 

© 7ien- were originally , and r it 

„ ought ta be 2 that a greater 

© than, he, even an Archbiſhop ming KIN 
pat) was alſo of that Opinon. 

And the Hiſtorian, Matthew Paris complain'd ; 
Hea, heu! Hece Sulphureo fonte Ecclefiafticorum 
unt; Alas, a Theſe Things i ben 
he ſulpbureous HEIL- ay Spring « * the Ec- 
Aer p Pe $42 | 

Nor can it be infer d, _ — Biſhops pre- 
tend heir Right is now, was antiently ſo; for even 
Biſhop Kennet in his Caſe of Impropriations and 

fe of Vicarages, ſpeaking of che Tytbes 
an e that were an ORIOIVAT Funn 
A 2 | W 


Epheſus; by Governing, they governed, ruled, di- 


[4] 
(which may ſuggeſt it was a STock-Jon, a Bur: 
BLE, at firſt) bo the Biſhops and Cler V, an 
ſelling us, that as to the Inſtitution of Pari 
the Endowment of Parochial' Churches, for the 


firſt fix or ſeven Centuries, the Parochia, or 


Parifs was the bee or Epilcopal Diſtr, in- 
finuates; that every Pariſh Prieft is as as a 
Biſhop, and a Pariſp properly is a Dioceſe; a 


Biſhop, being an Over. ſeer, canhot over-/ee even 


ſome large Pariſhes, much leſs, a Modern Dio- 
ceſe; and Pariſh Prieſts are all of the Clerey ; 
that are of true Uſe, Neceſſity, or Service tot 
r 
As their Title is falſe, with reſpect to the 


Foundation of the Canon-Law, and to Anti- 


quity, ſo, in regard to what they claim on the 
Scripture- footing, it may be obſerved, that, even 
granting to Archbiſhop Potter, that his Book on 
Church-Government is true, (though any Man 
who reads, among others, the Reverend Mr. 
Charles Owen's Account of the Presbyterian Or- 
dination, will find the Contrary.) 


- Yet it proves againſt him, and againſt them 


all; if they were from the Beginning Gover- 
nors, they were POLITICIANS, CRAFTSMEN. of 
refed, what was to be admitted, read, and 
preached bpon in Congregations ; who. dar'd 
withſtand tfhir Governors, or think, write, 
ſpeak, preach,” pray, hear, or publiſh TxvrTn, 
under fuch Poltticians ? by which in Effect, they 
muſt be ſuppoſed to do the ſame, as if they 
MADE IT for themſeives and their Flocks together, 
which is the Caſe of what the Church of Eng- 


_ tana, againſt The Reaſon of her own Articles, 


Calls, Canonical Scripture, the Rule of Faith and 
| 5 | Manner yy, 


154 
' Adanners,it muſt, in Courſe, be what theſe Gover- 
nos over-ruPd from time to time; and therefare, 
a4 t the Bottom, Mans for the People: it was per- 
fectly equivalent. 1 

And what I mean by the Reaſon of the Arti- 
cles, is, that the Church declares thoſe. Books to 


be Canonical Scripture, concerning which, there 
had been 20 Doubt in the Church; by which 
Criterion, ſhe may be thought to have no Cano» 
nical Scripture at all, but to put herſelf on a. 
_ Level with Deiſts and Infidels, and ought not 
to be ſo hard upon them; for there is nat one 
Book, but what has been doubted of in the 
Church, from Genes to the Revelations. + 
The Ground of the Biſhop's, Ec. Rights to 
their Eſtates and Authority being thus ſhewn to 
be falſe, as to the Canon-Law and the Scripture, 
let us proceed to conſider what thoſe Eſtates 
were, and are, and what are the Properties and 
Conſequences that attend them ; HOLE 
It is plain by Peter's ſtriking dead Ananias 
Saphira in the Book of Ads, and by Paul's ex- 
horting the People to Jay by and CollefF for the 
Saints, and by his claiming Temporal Things 
for Spiritua] Things, that they made uſe of their 
Syſtem as one Way to get Money, not - only 
by Free-Gifr, but by Claim of Right : And that 
they aſpired from the firſt, to get the Eftates, 
22 Se. of ther Converts 2 — 09 
i/poſa} ; thoug ey, in perſon, would. not 
ſerve Tables, would not canal a ſecular Em- 
ployment, Power, or Capacity, which Biſho 
do, by ſitting in the Houſe of Lords, being 
_ Juſtices of the Peace, Governors of Hoſpitals, 
and of Queen Anne's Bounty; Treaſurers of So- 
Lieties, Directors of Charities, Managers of Elec- 


tions 


[6.1 ho 
tions and Votes, and of ical Intereſts, and 
a thouſand other Caſes, in which they oppoſe 
the Characters of the Apoſtted, from 
they derive their Commiſſion; and are mere 
2 than Spiritua- Men againſt their own 
rincip er #: - a 3 2 10 +4 34) 
Nay, by theſe Spiritual Principles they have 
xs Church, for they make a Church a Spiritual 
„whereas ic is a Lay Soviery, of which 4 
King and Parliament, Lay-Tnuflves of the , 
are avowedly the Head: Where then is thei! 
Diſtinction, for they afe by Law eſtabliſhed; by 
_ __ 1 and Powers given them 
y the 7 ö * _- ene 
But — Claim to Chriftian's Eftates ſubſiſt- 
ing thus, on Peter and Paul, from the firſt, may 


- =. 


ſhew, their Aﬀair was 7 „ a good Work, ot 
good Fobb, to make a _ ger Money 
and Influence, fo that the Author of the Tia 


of the Witneſſes has brought his Hugs te as fart. 
a Market, as my Lord Split-devil, for interefted 
Witneſſes of the Reſurrection ef Revealed Religion, 
and ot the whole Buſineſs, would be, to a Faq 
by the Common- Lam, no good Evidence. 

Nay, even by their own Canon-Law they are 


to be Witneſſes, Omni exceptione majores, 


all Exception, which none of them are; fo that 
the Matter tumbles both Ways, and their Lord- 
ſhips Eſtates is Law, have no Evidence to make. 
good the Title. . * 

I might add, that moſt of the Original Wit. 
neſſes they can bring, are Popiſh Witneſſes, and 
teſtify as ſuch againſt them: The Fathers are 
moſtiy Popiſb Saints, and for Popery; therefore 
a Proteſtant Court and Miniſtry ought to laok- 
about them in time, and take care, that Gentle. 

mien, 


; eſpecially, as they ſubvert 
and true Lutheran Principle of a Pro- 
teſtant Re formation. re .04 At 
Dr. Davenant has wrote on Reſumptions of 
Crown-Lands, Rents, Gifts, and Revenues, as 

neceſlary ; His Doctrine is at leaſt. as juſt, 


ty umptions of Beſhaps 

Eſtates to the right Owners, or, if theſe Owners 
pleaſe, to pay our Debts and Taxes, and eaſe 
the Current Service of che Tear; nor could they 
complain of this as putting the Church in Dan 
ger, for they glibly took them from the.Papilts, 
and what is Sauce for a Gooſe is Sauce for a 
Engliſbmen, by their Principles and Genius of 
| l are more jealous and teaſonably ſo, of 
their Rights, than other Nations. 
Let them conſider, that the Eſtates of Biſhops, 
and Eccleſiaſticks, are unalienable, are in Mor- 
main, cannot be ſold or parted with, but by ex- 
preſs Act of Parliament. N 
| — that they cannot be eſſentially ditni« 
N . y . + 74 1 6 SHY 
But they are always encreafing, dot only bythe 
Bounty of Queen Anne, but by an immenſe Li- 
berty of Purchajing, and even in Poſſeſſing in 
Mortmain by the King's Licence, (which was not 
reſerved by Magna Charta, and is an odd Pha 
nomen under our Saviours From Popery) e 
* 8 whom 


whom they.are commonly i ry aſſidu 


8 : 
6 i 


whom, or his Miniſters, they may be capable 
of ſolliciting and biafling to their Purpoſe; ity - 
Conſideration of their ſeeming Activity for Po- 
litical and Parliamentary Intereſts: Wherein upon 
the whole, they may do more Harm than Gd. 

The laſt Statute relating to Morimain-Pofſoſ® + 
fons, of the ninth of his preſent Majeſty, re- 
ſerves to the Heads of Colleges, an unlimited 
Power to purchaſe what Advowſons they pleaſe, 
even when it limits the Colleges as to the Num- 
ber of thoſe Purchaſes: And it- is certain, that 
the Heads of Houſes may be employed —_ 
Colleges to-purchaſe Advowſons for their Bene- 
fit, _ to enrich the Univerſity. Wealth in ge- 
W Eh | "1891 4 

So that a College, which 'by that Act can on- 
ly purchaſe a Number of Livings equal to that 
of one Moiety of the Fellows, may yet deſire: 
its Head to Purchaſe, and Penſion the Fellows 
upon the Living, or preſs it to them or to whom 
he pleaſes ; by which that Act may be rendered 
ineffectual to the End for which it was obtained, 


be defeated, and in this Reſpect, made no Law. 


at all. 4 | = + $3437 

All who know any Thing of College-Manage- 
ment, know, that the Arcana or Secrets of thet 
College are not to be divulged by the Maſter, or 
Fellows, or any concerned in them ; that they are 
laid under a particular Obligation, I think, am 
Oath, on that Head, that the Burſer or Treaſurer 
of a College is ſaid to be under more ſtrict En- 
gagements of this kind, than even the-Senior- 
Fellows; and therefore the Heads of : Houles- 
may be very ſecure in Purchaſing, if they can, 
and will, (as what will-chey not do- iki 

8 can?) 


be * 


can ). all the Livings and Eftates tov, in the King: 
dem, notwithſtanding che Reſtraint of 
Adortmain-AfF on the CO N 


This was a Maſter-ſtroke of Epiſcopal Addre, 
in the Modelling of that Act: The King may 
| Cn in Armin — 71 ough 
and Livings in , reſpeRively.; it t 
to mate every Perſon, even a Court — Admi- 
niſtration, ſuſpicious, who deals with. them; 
when they conjecture they are ĩutended to be 
laid under an Diſadvantage, they will contrive a 
hole, and turn it to an Advantage. 
So chat the moſt crafry Politicians are ofen 
meer, Aſſes to Sanctimonious Jockeys; it is 
by this Cunning, that their Religion is what they 
pleaſe to make it, whenever they are di to 
their ſubele Heads „ in a hearty maũ- 
ner, to counter · plot che Laity ; the moſt refined 
and moſt dan Hypocriſy is that of fome 
Prelares and Eocleſiaſticks, from che Italian 
Machiavelifts ; God, Chrift, Heaven, Hell, the 
portance and Weight, and few would imagine, a 
Cloven-Foot may be under the Robe. 

The Eftates and Emoluments belonging to this 
Charitable Corporation, conſiſt in Archbiſbopricks, 
Biſhopricks, and their Offers, tem and ſpi- 
rienal, who depend upon them for Support, their 

Suffragans, Vicars-general, Guardians of Spiri- 
tualities, Deans, Arch-deacons, Regiſters, De- 
puty-regilters, Advocates, Apparitors. | 

All who are of their Poſſe and Milicia. and 

naturally influenced by them, or entruſted with 
them, Schools, Colleges, Charities, Societies of 
Chriftian Knowledge, and Propagation of the Goſ- 
pel in Foreign Parts, _ Reformation of Man. 
0 ners, 


L101 | 

ners, Hoſpitals, Donations, BenefaQigns, and 
- Legacies for pious and charitable Ufes, Monies 
to Lectures, Sermons, and various Endowments, 
and Truſts. „ 

Benefices, Rectories, Vicarages, Chapelries, 
Curacies, Donatives, Advantages from Foreign 
Plantations, Recommendations to and Sale of 
Preferments, private Bargains, Patronages, Pro- 
curations, Synodals, Tenths, Preſentations, In- 
ſtitutions, Inductions, Diſpenſations, Viſitations, 
Oblations, Obventions, Tythes, Mortuaries, Eaſter- 
Dues, Stipends, Impropriations, Manors, Lands, 
Conſecrations, Leaſes, Fines, Augmentations 
by private or publick Bene factors, Preſents, Sub- 
ſcriptions, Contributions. I 
.  Offertories, Pluralities, Commendams, Surplice- 
Fees, Marriages, Chriſtenings, Burials, other Per- 
| quiſites and Fees, Licenſes,Qualifications for Chap- 
9 lainſhips, Glebes, Gifts, and Purchaſes in Mort- 
if main, Tenements, Rents, and other Heredita- 
f ments, Temporalities, Penſions, Advowſons, 
| Rights of Preſentation by Reaſon of Recuſancy, 
Intereſt with Patrons and Miniſters of State to 
refer or non: prefer others, Reſignations and 
»Exchanges, Political and other Management and 
Solicitation. | | 
Privileges and Immunities, Diſpenſations, Com- 
mutations, Ordinations, Dignities, Ornaments 
and Furniture of Churches and Chapels, Briefs, 
Select Veltries, the whole Rent-charge of the 
Church lying on the People, Gifts to Superſti- 


tious Uſes. | 
Exactions and Extortions of Spiritual Courts, 


Excommun cations, Corruptions and Abuſes of 
Pariſh-Officers and others, Habits of Miniſters 
Officiating, Bells, Organs, Altar-Pieces, Expence 


an 
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theſe 


111 
and Bare of the new Churches, Taxes for 


es, as on Sea-Coal, &c. Probate of 
Wills, and Adminiſtration, Forfeitures on ab- 
ſenting from Church. . 2 

Civil Diſabilities and Burdens, Nepotiſm and 
Proviſion for their Families in the Church before 
others of greater Merit and Service, Salaries, 
Non-Refidence, Union and Diviſion of Churches, 
Clergy excuſed in Subſidy-Acts of the Laity, 
Popery kept. in other Hands and Names, Pa- 
tents. 

Surrogates, Proctors, Inhibitions, Seque- 
ſtrations, Licences to Phyſicians , Surgeons 
and Midwives, to Schools and School-maſters, 
Sine-Cures, Cathedrals, Prebends, Cardinalfhips, 
Church-Rates and Aſſeſſinents, Citations, Ex- 
hibits, Judgments, of Hereſy, Interdicts, and ten 
thouſand other Ways, Perſons and Things, turn- 
ing the Penny and making up the Ox us EceLe- 
sT, the Prophet's Burden, quantum profuit Fa- 
bula,-What a Run has it had! What a long 
Tail our Cat has got . 

The ſubordinate or ſubdivided Articles, under 
each of theſe, will branch out into an infinite 
Variety and are not to be enumerated. 

The Perſons, who are in Poſſeſſion of this 
fine Inventory, compole a very formidable. 
Corps, a huge ſtanding Army of the Church; 
all ready to join for and againſt any Perſon or 
Affair, as the Commanding - Officers, called 
Church-Governours or Eccleſiaſtical Baſhaws , 
Sc. from Time to Time dire and order them. 
Orders is a Military Term, for every one to 
obey the Word of Command, and Ecclefiaſtical 
and Martial Law are equally abſolute, only the 
former the more ſeyere and terrible. 

B 2 The 


1121 
The Number of this dry, or Church-Mili- 
tant mult be, at leaſt, three: Parts of the Iſland, 
ſo that computing the People at ten Millions, 
by Suppoſition, ſeven Millions and an half are 
under the Command of the Fir Minifier of the 
Church, for the Time being. ne 79 
And what they could effect is incredible ; they 
have owned themſelves, that ſometimes Pulpits 
are ſet on Work by their private Direction, aud 
that being avowed to be true, is a notorious in- 
conteſtable Key to the Cabinet ; implies, that 
the whole Machine of Pewer is and may be ſet 
on work by Direction, for any Purpoſe whatever ; 
for any new Croiſade or Expedition. Jr 
As, to join to enflave and beggar the People, 
on occaſion, to obſtruct and ruin the Preferment, 
Proſpect, Reputation, Intereſt of any Clergy- 
man whom they are ordered not to like, or any 
Lay-man or Family; any Perſon whatever, of 
either Sex, of all Conditions, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt. _ 
Innumerable Inſtances of the dreadfal Execu- 
tion of which Power occur in all Hiſtary antient 
and modern, domeſtick and foreigy. 28 
Nor can it be. alledged, that Popery does not 
prevail here, and therefore this Power is not to 
be feared; for a Church- Spirit is a Spirit of Po- 
pery, and the Author of the Codex (whoſe Tem- 
per and Practices are well known and ſaid to be 
dearly experienced by ſome Gentlemen, even of 
the Holy Order itſelf,) has profeſſedly put the 
Proteſtant Church of England on a Popiſh Faot- 
ing, on the Canon Law, the Conſtitutions 
of Otho and Othoben the Pope's Legates, and 
thoſe of Popiſh Archbiſhops and Sy nada 
| ; 1 v4 Though 


* 


[ 13 
Tbough bimſelf implics, in his Preface, | 
are contrary to the — : This bn 
indicates, what they would be at, at the ſame 
time that it directly proves, tbe Nullity of their 
Title, to their Eſtates and Authorities, and 
'oints out the Means of recovering them to theie 
juſt and legal Proprietors. xe 
But there are alſo ſome origina} Nullities of 
this pretended Right to their Eſtates, which ſhall 
be only hinted at preſent. As, | 
T bat the modern Church Worſhip is a Chriſtian 
Continuation or Imitation of the Synagogue-Wor- 
ſhip of the Fews, which was and is, contrary 
even ta the Law of Moſes, Moſes having for- 
bidden all Zadaical Worſhip, but what is provided 
for in his Law, and all that is there provided for, 
is the Zabernacle Worſbip, continued in the Tem- 
dle, perhaps, and no ot ber. 
2. Theſe Eſtates are owned to be a kind of 
Deodands, Gifts to God; and to the Church, which 
is the whole Community of Chriſtians, not to 
Biſhops or Dignitaries,to engroſs and monopolize 
them to themſelves: And the Nation is proper- 
ly, (except the particular Antient Owners put in 
their Claim, ) the National Church, whole Right 
they are; whicb is confirmed, — 3548 
3. Becauſe they were at firſt given, as Alms, 
to the Poor and the Miniſters together, not to the 
 Minifters, Biſbops, c. apart from the Poor. 
This was inſtead of Tythes, which were for 
Levites and Poor together, ſo that Tytbes now are 
monſtrous: Our Law declares the Caſe by Frank- 
Almoigne, or Free- Alm: This ſubjects the 
Church Eſtates to the Reaſon of Enquiries into 
Charitable Uſes, (as well as Superſtitious Uſes,) 
and Uſes and Truſts being Correlates, the = 
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and Execution of ir, in this Matter, well-exa- 
mined, will diſcharge and refify theſe Eſtates: 
Offertories had their Riſe from theſe Alms, and 
the Sacrament was, -as Ceremonially performed, 
not from the Goſpel, but from and for the Of- 
ferings: This is the Key of the Externals of 


Chriſtianicy. And if the Apoſtles, Ec. put 


themſelves in among the Poor to be taken care 
2 Goſpel and Charity-Sermon was much the 
ame. 
Other Nullities may be mentioned hereafter. 
As to Encouragement of Learning, it is ra- 
ther the Encouragement of Ignorance; at firſt, 
the Biſhops, c. were chiefly illiterate, and, 


though ſome are or have been, learned, their 


Cauſe may be that of Barbariſm, they are 
ſometimes jealous of a good Scholar, and ſeek 
to ruin him, Vide Biſhop Hare's D;fficulties, 


. 


Our main Point, at preſent, is to inveſtigate 
the encreaſing Value of theſe Eſtates, and its 
fatal Tendency, beſides the ſhocking Inconſiſten- 
cy of augmenting tbe Income, if the Faith de- 
creaſes in Fact, as well as by Mr. Lacke's Calcu- 
lation of the Degrees of Credibility decreaſing in 
Proportion to the Decreaſe of the Original Evi- 


dence. | 
As the Copy of a Copy diminiſhes the Evi- 


_ dence of an Original; therefore Mr. Lardner, a 


Diffenting Teacher, of very good Learning, 
and Zeal, is content with the humble Style of 
the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, in his late 
numerous Volumes on that Subject; he does not 
inſiſt on the Credendum, that People are bound to 
believe, bur the Credible, that it may be believed, 
if you pleaſe, and puts it on a Parity with the 

| Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of London- Bridge, or the Battle of Mai- 
ei: Zuge, bon!s © © 

The Title being ſo vain, corrupt and wicked, 
the Power ſwelling by theſe Eſtates ſo pernicious 
and dreadful, let us conſider what Method can 


be taken to inveſtigate the particular and total 


Value of them. 


And here, the Revealers of Religion affect to 
make their Chriſtianity very myſterious; what 
they mean by revealed Religion, is concealed Re- 
ligion, revealed Religion to and by them to others, 
the Griſt is to be ground and the Toll taken ar 
their Mill, as if they were a trading Company 
to Heaven, and you muſt buy in their Stock, 
truſt the Directors, and Super- cargoes, who can 
make South- Sea a Thouſand, in ſome New-Fe- 
ruſalem, by way of Reverſiotn. 
And happy is he that can turn Moon · ſhine into 
Sun-ſhine, Silver to Gold, by the Help of the 
Money-changers, or Holy Bankers, the Mount of 
Piety-Men, where all is transfigured, = 
So that the true Value of theſe Eſtates can- 
not be known without the utmoſt Difficulty. 
If a Correſpondence was ever, where eſta- 
. bliſhed, ſo that, by the Exciſemen and Superviſors, 
(Biſhops themſelves are Superviſors, Overſeers) 
an Account of the Livings, the groſs and neat 
: Produce, on an Average, Communibus Annis, could 
be obtained. | 
Or, by the Duakers and known Free-Thinkers, 
in each Neighbourhood, or by thoſe, who have 
been ſued, or uſed ill, by the Biſhops and:Cliergy ; 
by Diſſencers from chem, or ſuch as they call 
Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, who would be inclined 
to make Enqui:yand Diſcoveries; by ſuch Mem- 
bers of Parliament or Vocers, who ate not- in 
| the 


ee LES © be > ho: 


 Augmentation- Offce, tor Biſhops and Beneficod 


ſo likewiſe — certain Places, Offices, Occaſions, 
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reſpectire Intereſt of this or that Biſhop, or 
Ecelef zaſtick ; or hy any Gentleman, who does 
not reliſh their Principles and their Syſtem, the 
Number of which encreaſes ; or by Roman Ca- 


r 


tbolicks, from whom they took theit Sees, bene 


fices, Perquiſites. and Revenues... 

Or, if a — 2 or Club was to Meet on ahis 
avowed Footing, cach Perſoù 0 take his Divi- 
ſion, Biſhoprick or County, and boy ns Corre- 
ſpondents, know the Valuation. 

Or if Curates and Afiftants, who are paid too 
ſordidly, could be engaged for ſome Confidera- 
tion, to ſend up the Account to Town, in order 


to get their Stipends to be enoreaſed, a3. _ 


ought to expect. © 
Since it is highly Scandalous there ſhould be an 


— y, and none for thoſe, whom they may uſe 
ray-Hortes, to go thro” "al cheir Drudgery, 


| — perform their molt uſeful and neceſſary Bu- 


ſineſs: So that it is the Intereſt of the — 
Body of the Curates to be againſt them, and 
aſſiſt in communicating the Value of ſuch Poſſei- 
fions, was it only to do Right to themſelves ; 
and the Curates have no effe&ual Method but to 
unite, one and all for this Purpoſe. 

As much Light may be had by proper Peau, 


Books printed and Manuſcripts, Law ſuits on Re- 


cord, or other Records, Rentals, Terriers, Inven- 


tories, Accounts of Sequeſtrations, Dilapidations, 


Reports of Tenants, Books of Tyches and Eaſter- 


erings, Tax Aſſeſſments, Regiſters of Dioceſes 
and Arch-Deacdnries, Firſt-Fruit's Office, the 
Office of the Secretaries of the Preſentations, 


Willis 


. of the Monaſteries, Ecton's Theſaurns, 


Tit 
Wi Vis on Cathedrals; Cc. Acts of Pariliament, 


Accounts of Patrons and of 'Lord's or Gentle- 
men's Stewards, of Courts-Leer and Baron, or 


Hundred- Courts, the pe tions in Chantery, 
which muſt be attended a Certificate of the 
Value of the Livings ; Me. obo: Brief View 
of the Eccleſiaſtical TuriſdiRion, Newrourt's Re- 
| Jew Tit Le Neves Faſti ; Adams Indem Vil- 

Liber Valorum, Dugdale, Nitholſe on, Cam 
den, Antiquities of England, Sc. 
4 Library on this Subject might be collected, 
and Lectures founded of mot Uſe than Boyles, 
Lady Moyer s, and a thouſand Face and 
Inſtitutions, at preſent on Foot: 

Fleetwood's Chronicon Pretioſum, all Tables 
and Hiſtories of our Coin will be uſeful to com- 
pare the antient and preſentWorth « of our 'Biſhop- 
ricks and Dignities. | on 

It muſt here be preſumed, that Eff would 
Have; ven us the Value of Benefices, as well a 
the Firſt-Fruits, Tenths, and Patron 

And that Groome on the Benefactions of che 
Clergy might have entered into it. | 


3 ame eee 


CH P. II.. n 

UT i it is not the Deſign of the 3 on 

this Side of the Queſtion to produce the Quan 
tum of what they have or do oſſels, but to 2 
tain more and graſp at all. 

A Calculation of the Profits made and re- 
ceiv'd by them ſince Chriſt's Time, or that of 
Conſtantine, parallel d with the ſolid Advantages 
which the Donors have not met witk in Return, 
and che Loſſes and Sufferings that have been 
SHA! 2 ſuſtained, 


thoſe Words into the Mouth bf Thr 
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kultained, on this Score, ran be 2 mot enter 
taining Theme. 
It is, notorious, that it is a Scheme to engroſs 

ell Property and Power, an uniuerſal Mottarchy, 
or rather an univerſal Tyranny over Men, under 


f. ion. 

tan b the SMeanio of a Writer yet 
though received, ay Hirne, 6, Biß 
— All Power is given to Did dye ſpeak 
thoſe Words, or Commiſfion that Weiter to write 
them for him? How is that proved? 

But it was convenient to the Church or Bary, 
for whoſe Intereſt thoſe Words, and that Piece, 

Was Brin £ to make. * ſay them for ey 
are Party-Mritings: means properly t 
Word of God ſpoken; 1 Good WS 
„eld, preachd by V. by of Mouth. — there is no 
Commiſſion to write it — but that was neceſſary to 
carry on a Scheme, which Chrift bimſelfdidnoraw- 
thoriſe ; ſor elſewhere he declaved-againſt' Zart 
Power, much more againſt all Power on Earth. 

That it is a Scheme to devour g Property alfa, 
is ſelf-evident from thoſe other Words pit into 
the Mouth of Chrif, by am of choſe-uoknown 
Writers, —Go and teach all Nations, — or diſciple 
all Nations, —make them as much Subjects to you 
as Diſciples, or Scholars,” are to their Schad- 
Maſters, to come with a Rod, to repreſent which, 
an Apparitor carries a white Red, when he ar- 
tends one doing Penance, So. 

But there is ſomething farther in choſe Words, 
than is commonly thought of . and teach all 
Nations — 

That ſeergs a Warrant to go upon every Man's 
Grounds. preach upon it ; which was a Di/ſ- 
p feiſing 


121. 

the lowfal Owner, be would of 
— was a Licence to make an Entry oh 
Perſon's Land. Tenement, or P 


Common Law would. call ir a aſs at 
leaſt: For if any Man tells me, in the 
Name of God, Tae be will preach or ceach on 


my Premiſſes, there lies an Action: So that fuch 
as claim an e from 
the les, ſubverting by ommon 
Law, — be liable to the ſame at or 
Indifiment wich Cardinal Mooiſty, on the ſame 
Acconnt; as the learned Lawyer, Francis White 
has obſerved in his Book, enticled, For the ſacred 
en eee 
| no mare, 80 IGHT 
Key To 4 REmEDrY'in taking away fuch Fc 
than that they are held e Common 
Law, an their own moſt ſacred Pr Baut 
Nite makes the Law of the Land more facted ; 
* Men of Senſe and Property will concur | 
with bim. 

.—5 this yy the Invalidiy of that Judg: 
rare — an eminent [Juſtice 


* Merit and Abilities, 


2 of the Con- 
5 — r af the Prei and Claims 
of it are repugnant to thoſe of Common 
Law, it is repugnant to the r and 
D part of it: 
Nay, if a Statute be contrary to the Principles 
NN of che Common Law, it is Null 


ipſo qo much more a Canon, or Church- 


| _ chat the puiſſant and mighty Lord Codec 
and the ed of Boa: Band of Suk A 


| Adkiererits, may * ap, their Pipes, nad - £ 
t 


4 


20 
them to the Organiſt for the next Reheatſal at 
St. Pauls. ble l MG Joi -.: 
But us ſhall not have the. Advantage 2780 
ſecute us fairly for. all this, on the Statute of the 
roth of William and Mary, againſt ſuch as den 


the Inſpiration and divine Authority of the holy 
Scriptures; for we allow that Inſpiration: and 


Authority to them and all holy Scriptures, as ſoon 

as they are proved, and on the Footing, that 

what is good in all Writings, and all 

| ing + is by divine Inſpiration, and Authority; 
nip 


en and 


the iration of the Almighty. giveth Men 


ins, and his Spirit is in all his 


orks. 0 110 Via. i 
We hope a Court of Juſtice will produce thoſe 
holy Scriptures on Recoxp; which God autho- 
riſed and inſpir d, ſuch as the Church tells us were 
never doubted: and are from God, not Man, on 
the Grounds and Evidence of Common Law; 
otherwiſe I do not ſee, how a Man can offend 
that Ac. ed abs 

If any. Perſon retracts. on ſuch Light, what he 
has ſaid, that Statute cannot take hold of him. 

Nor ſhall they attack us for Blaſphemy ;' for 
Biſhops are not God Almighty; God and Chrift 
themtelves are. out of the Queſtion, when we 
ſpeak of Men pretending to write what they 


ſaid and were; but Biſhops ſhould have a gare, 


they are not guilty of Blaſphemy, if they hold or 
defCri "God Jo 2 what he cannot be, an irra- 


' rionaTor an immoral Being; avowing Breach of 


Promiſe, Numb. xiv. 34.—and Deceit, Fer. xx. 7. 
O Lerd, thou haſt deceived me —and in many other 


” *- - or ”E 3 . 
« # 0 : f 
- C * + # , = 


} 
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For Blaſpbemy is ſpeaking diſhonourably of 
God, what is —— his Attributes, and there- 


fore defaming or Blaſpheming him: it is, 

1. Deny ing him ſome Attribute, that is luitable 
to "his Nature; as, that he is A ſalſicient to 
Mans Acceptance in his Sight. Or, 

2. When we aſcribe ſomething to him, that i is 
contrary to his Nature; as, in thoſe, who make 
God Arbirary doing all by Wal, right'or wrong, 
like Satan 5 

3. When Men attribute to the Creature, what 
is only p to God, as, Divinity to a Humane 
Religion or Revelation. *—Of theſe correct Ideas 
of Blaſphemy let others beware. 

The Cry is, that the Rationgle of their Aﬀir, 
the Truth and Juſtice of it, the Merits of the 
Cauſe are againſt them. 

They themſelves, 'by their Silence, or ridicu- 
lous Arguments againſt the Deiſts, give up the 
Conteſt ; they put it chiefly on the Law, on Pro- 
perty, and the Neceſſity of che Continuance of 
their Eſtates to the Order, Peace, and Safety of 
the: Kingdom, (not of Society in general, which 
may ſubſiſt, and better, — them ;) So that 
they do not pretend to be good Reaſoners in 
their own Defenſe, ſo much as good Lawyers, 
and Politicians. 

If therefore the Law and Property, if the In- 
tereſt of the Court, and of the Kingdom, be W 
them. and its Safety too, all is oer 

As to the Lau, it has been already proved to 
be their Enemy; and may be farther evinced to 
be the ſame, in many other Inſtances. | 

As to Property, their's is kept from the right 
| Owners; it is the Intereſt of thoſe Owners to 

+ 2s it. | 
The 


lde P 


— — 
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; roperty of others is not involved in; or 
affected by, theirs : It is of a different Nature: 
Subſiſts on Right, and on the Principles of Lau: 
Inheritance, Parchaſe, Conveyance, Demiſe; and 
Tenure, or Cuſtom, ſtriftly lawful: - | $07 
It is a Rule, if the Suggeftion on which a Pa- 
tent or a Privilege be obtained, be falſe, or if it 
be not, as urged or pleaged, true, the Grant is 
yoid and nay be rleded : + hae) 
In effefi, Biſhops may be ſaid, at this Day, to 
be made by Patent, as they clearly were, under 
King Edwvrd VI. the Conge q effire is a / Kind 
of Patent iffued out of the Court of Chancery 
the King's Mandate for a Biſhop's Conſecration 
participates the Nature of a Patent, as do the 
other faſtrumens for his Ekfion, Reftitation of 
the Temporalities, cke. 20 
When the Conge d eſſire is diſpatched, the King's 
Letters miſſive, naming the Perſon, are ſent wicti 
it: So that the Dean and Chapter do not real 
ele, or if they do, it is a Præmunir. 
The Statutes ſay, a Biſhop is made by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, and King Edward VI. and 
Queen Elizabeth ſeiz d their Temporalities; Biſhop+ 
ricks have been pulled down and ſet up at Pleaſure: 
Surely, if Property and the Safety of the King- 
dom were not affected, by demolithing che Biſhop 
of Rome here, . by abrogating the Popiſh Biſhops, 
Clergy and Religious Houſes, when it was even 
thought contrary to Magna Charta, when the 
Church of England was more powerful than 
now, and the State of Affairs more dubious, 
they cannot be ſhaken by a like — 
Some ſay, they are as much deſpiſed and hated 
now, as they were at that Time; that much of 


their Religion is a Fallacy ; and that — 


„ „N 
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be a Right to demand and Damages, ever 
roy the Time of Chrif, and * 

72 to ſuceced him, 
ba and for the fame: And allo” on 
Account of a certain W1LL' or Teflament, to 
which they haut adminifter'd + So that a Junr, 
fo unluckily d to, in a Trial of Witneſſes, 
for Evidence of the Reſurrefion, (which would 
bold as to every other Article, and even DofFor's 
Commons).muſt, in that Caſe, unhorſe them all. 

As to the Intereſt of the Court, the Court can 
—— gte, fe. Loy y-Lords poles 
who might, if occaſion required, 
TEE and their Influence. 
ing Henry appointed the Lord Cromwell, a 
2 2 be his Viſitor to the Cons 
ſit a them: The King, the chief 
or and Ordinary of the Nation, 
is a —— and no farther a Parſon, Perſons 
mixta cum ſacerdote, than entruſted with i 
gion, ſubſervient to Civil Policy and N 
A Miniſtry does not eſteem m the more for 
their Dudilty: In truth they deſtroy their own 
Reputation and Weight, as Biſhops, while they 
ſo zealouſly promote — Intereſt. 
At laſt, Fe Cry againſt them ſhould grow 
formidable, and Protection may nqt be commo+ 
Sem a Court, which is politic, would ye 
em up, and Sacrifice the 5 
rpoſe of a 


It make ſometime. be for the Pu 
Court to ſeize their Temporalities by Act of Par- 


| lament, as ſome: Princes have attempted, and 


others may deſire. 

. Cuſtom may not avail chem then: The Cuſtom 
of the Common Law is prior to, and ſuperſedes the 
* of che Ecclefiaftical Law, tor prior olli- 

gatio 
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Fgatio ſuperſedit: poſteriuri, a prior Obligation ſus 
4 * Me peter or ſubſequent; the 
w of Nature and Reaſon takes Place of all 
politive Laws, and governs them: No Cuſtom 
is ſuch, if againſt Reaſon, Truth and Right. 
Whatever was falſe, or unjuſt, at firſt, is of 
no Force in Law, notwithſtanding any Uſage, of 
how long continuance. foever; . -- fo 7 
There were Temporal Fudicatures, in Britain, 
before Chriſtianity was imported here, and the 
Ulage and Practice of thoſe Judicatures, thoſe 
Courts of Juſtice, were the Law of thoſe Courts, 
Oc. part of the Law of the Land: To which if 
the Ulages of Epiſcopacy were repugnant, they 
were void, ab initio. bd 21144 
What Man of Common Senſe. and Common 
Honeſty, (which Judges and Juries of Common 
Law are ſuppoſed to be,) muſt agree to be irra- 
tional, will, notwithſtanding an) Cuſtom or 
Length of Time ſoever, appear to have no 
Foundation in Law, if it has none in Reaſun. 
Cote, on Littleton, Set. 209. Fol. 140. a. lays 
ie down as a Maxim of the Common Law, that 
* All Cuſtoms and Preſcriptions, which be againſt 
© Reaſon, are void.” | x $1,530 
3d. Salteld 112. Title, CusToms, Sef. 5. ſays, 
Every Cuſtom ought to have a reaſonable Com- 
mencemem, for no Cuſtom can make that good, 
£ which was not ſo, ab initio. n 4 

-. 49. 1 And Se. 7. 1-30. 
A Cuſtom is not unreaſonable, for being in- 
* jurious to 1 Perſons or Intereſts, [to 
* Biſhops for Inſtance, ] ſo as it tends to the ge- 


neral Advantage: [i. e. firſt of Mankind, then 
of Nations, and of that Nat ion, State, and Tem- 


* 


And 


poral Law, where it prevails. ] 


—A 
izr . N 
© Where a Cuſtom is injurious to the Public, 
© and only for the Benefit of ſome Individual, 

[as a Company of Eccleſiaſtics, &c. which in 

reſpect to a Nation or Mankind, is an Indivi- 
dual.} © it is unreaſonable ; for the Original of 
© ſuch Cuſtom was by Tort or Uſurparion.* 
| rr out an Action againſt ſuch 


In Sir Joby Davis's of the Caſe of 
Taniftry, Ni. 32. It is aid The Commence- 
© ment of Cuſtom muſt be ona reaſonable Ground 
and Cauſe, for if it was unreaſonable in the 
8 — no Uſage or Continuance can make 
it g n 1 N 1 

Quod ab initio non valuit, trau temporis 

nos convaleſcet ; Is "SAS 
© A Cuſtom, re t to the Law of Reaſon, 
© which is above al ive Laws, and therefore 
above all {poſitive Inſtitutions of Religion, 1s 
void, ab initio, and no Preſcription of Time 
* can make it good. _ | pO 

The Doctor and Student, Chap. 2. Fol. 4- lays, 
© The Law of Reagox- is never changeable by 
* no Divinity of Place, no Time; and there- 
* fore againſt this Law, Preſcription, Statue, 
* Cuſtom , may not avail; and if any be 
* braught in againſt ic, they be not Preſcription, 
© Statutes, or Cuſtoms, but Things void, and 


g 32 3 en 8 | 

_ Extileton, Ses. 212. put a Caſe of a Preſcrip- 
tion being void, as being againſt Reaſon, — 
Concluding, « So ſuch Preſcription, or any other 
* Preſcription, if it be againſt Reaſon, ought 
© not to be allowed before Judges 


D Dgia 


: 
4 


"> 
; 


| ſtood of every unlearned Man's Reaſon, but of 


A one Rr = LA. 4 - 


—— 


1 
Nie malus uſus. abolendus oft : Becauſe an evil 
The Note of Coke on thoſr Words, i is, Every 
5: Uſe is Evi}, that is againſt Reaſon. = 
And in bis fame Commentary, on SelB. 30, 
Fo). 64. 'He ſays, It is an Incident inſeparable 
© every Cuſtom, muſt have, that it be conſonant 
© to Reaſon, how long — it hathy continued, 
if it be againſt Realon, it is of no Force in 


c Law?“ 
And when he tells Us, an is not to be under- 


Uſſe or Ulage is: to be aboliſſed. 


Artificial or Legal Reaſon, warranted by Law: 
This may be right in all Caſes, which depend on 
the Law and Legal Arguments; bg — : 


plied to Matters, which depen T rn 8 © 
e = 


aw, and partly on Matters «af 
learned Man-cannot reaſon juſtly — ſome 
er of the Fact, as well as of Law and 
TS 
12 is ſaid, chat, at chmod 1, Jury: i is 
to find the Fact, and the Judges to 2. bo 
the Law; others tell us, the Jury is the Judge 


of the whole Queſtion. 


However of ſuch Masters, as are in themſelves 
abſolutely unlawful and irrational, and of che 
natural and circumſtantial Evidence of Facts, like - 
wiſe, every honeſt aud diſintereſted Man, endued 
with Reaſon, though unlearned. may be an equal 
Judge as the Learned. 

It has been proved that . the CouMponens 


of a Cyflom ought, to be Reaſonable ; and in this 


Light, (without entering into other, Maxims of 


fundamental Principles o Law, which may over- 


throw ſuch Claims,) I ſhall only ſubjoin four 


Authorities fcom my Lord Coke and Sir Jobn 
Davis, 


ww Ss wo um Si... 1 


oy" or falle, rational or otherwiſe, 
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Num, in his Reports, by which if the Commentes 
ment of their Roligios and Claim here be examined, 
they, will be found unwarrantable,: and liable to 


beunnulled and aboliſhed. 


1. That the Law reſpects the Order * Courſe 


of Nature. the Kighns of Na 8. 197; 5 
2. That: the cue Nature Are immiitable. 
12, 13 


Re 
7 3. het nothing which is contin ro Reaſon] 
is copfonan co Lan, 1 inſt. 56. b. 97. V.: 

4. That the Law of Realoni; is above all nd 


ſriveLaws, -—— Davis's Reps Fol: 32. Cale of 
Taniſtry. 3 HUD 


If therefore the Religion, Claims, and Eftares 
of theſe Gentlemen be oppoſite- to thole 8 
rities, if the Religion at firſt preached here 
4 Commiſſion from a Biſhop, and therefore 

their Rights to their Eſtates founded upon it, 
violate theſe Principles, as the Law of Reaſon 

is above ail poſitive. Laws, and therefore above 
al 3 Religion, ſettled by Statutes, Canons, - 
he le; if they change the immutable 
Rights of Nature, and be contrary to Reaſon, 
the Cuſtom and poſoves SantHonl: which ſupport 
them are void: 

When the Monk, Auguſtin, the firſt Metro- | 
politan of Canterbury, preached his Doctrine, and 
introduced his Claims here; (it is the fame Caſe, 
whether you ſuppoſe the former- Bririſp Biſhops, 
or thoſe imagined in the Time & King Lucius, 
it makes — 11 

They were built on Fas, Ri zghts, and Pro- 


poſrtions, which were, jointly 150 e 


D 2 Not, 


ſubmitted: 


they have not proved their Authority to _ it: 


[ 28 JF 
not, capable of Proof or-not, according to. the 
Order, Courſe, and Right of Nature and Rea- 
ſon, and the Principles of the Exgliſb Lats, in 
Being: As to which,. the following Pleas arc 


7D 1 5 e 111 
Firſt, This Religion was avowed: to be above 
Reaſon and Nature, Supernatural, therefore re- 
pugnant to that Maxim, that the Law of Reaſon 


is above all poſitive Laws, what was above Reaſon 


was not an Object of it, not cognizable, nor ca- 
ble of Proof by Reaſon; therefore incapable of 
being received or eſtabliſhed by La, which is 
built on Reaſon. „d 


Secondiy, This Religion has been avowed to 
be contrary to Reaſon and Nature: It has been 
laid, Credo, quia ef impoſibile ; I believe, becauſe 


it is impoſſible, which ſubverts all 'Certainty, 
and is Frenzy, Madneſs, on a Principle of Con- 


ſcience It profeſſes alſo to be contrary to Na+ 


ture, as in Self-denial, Leaving all, Selfepuniſb- 
ment, ' forſaking Relations, giving all to ferd 
the Poor, &c, It is not ſufficient to lay, that 
it is only againſt Corrupt Nature, if Nature never 
was corrupt, only actual Sinners were in certain 
Acts corrupt, which did not affect Nature in gene- 
ral, and if Original Sin be falſe Doctrine, even 
according to the Bible itſelf: Nor is it a Reply, 
that a Future State is a Recompence, for Evil is 
not to be done that Good may come of it; no- 
thing can rectiſy what is in itſelf wrong: A future 
State was and might be known without Biſhops, 


Nor is the Future State, which is referred to in 
the Goſpel, ſuch a one, as they preach; nor do 
5 | c 


2 


hey 


r 
and others agree a „ or any 


Fhbiraly, That the Biſhop's Commiſſion from 
Peter, Chriſt, and God, was never ſhewn, nor is 
it extant in the World: meer Tradition, Hear- 
ſay, pretended Inſpiration, Hiſtory, Cuſtom, Pre- 


one : A Commiſlion is an expreſs unqueſtionable 
Delegation of the particular Powers therein men- 


Record, and duly witneſſed, from Perſons by 
Name to Perſons by Name, at preciſe Times and 


Places: No Biſhop ever had ſuch a Commiſſion 
from Chriſt or God, L N 


Four thiy, A Foreign - Authority in Religion, 
whether alledg'd from Egypt, Feruſalem, Nome, 
Gaul, or whence you pleaſe, is repugnant to the 
Laws and Birth-right of Bri tons. 
A Man is no more bound to admit it, than to 
drink Tea, inſtead of Home- produce; nor to- 
out of his Country for his Religion, than for hi 
Breakfaft : God is All- ſufficient to all Men in all 
Countries, Right Reaſon is his Wora, his whole 
ſufficiently promulg'd or revealed Law to all ho- 
neſt conſiderate People, every where. | 


Fifthly, Nor was there a Pofibiliry of ſuch 


| 
| 
ö 
5 
- 


moScriptures, Writings, Aa are the ſame, 
written by Men; alter d, forg d, interpolated, 
corrupred, diminiſhed, au tranſlated, 
com , preached or written upon, at Plea- 
ſure, yy Party-views, or as Governors dictated: 
Some ſunk,” ochers trumpt up; never uniform. 


ſumption, Belief, are no Commiſſions or Proof of 


tioned, authentickly and undeniably given, on 


Commiſſion from Scripture or Oral Tradition; 


w—— - _— — — 1 
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The Revelation mult lye in all the Scriptures and 


Texts, wbich cannot be come at, none can have 
all the Manuſcripts, much leſs all pro and con: 
So that it is an Impolſibility, therefore contrary 
to Reaſon, to find it: Aud there are no lawful 
Records of it, no qualiſied Witneſſes according to 

the Common Law. i Be pojog eas 5 


1 Sixtbly, Hiftory is no Proof that it is from God: 


There is not one true humane Hiſtory, that cars 


be proved ſuch, in the World, much leſs a Divine 
Hiſtory : Politicians never ſuffered one: It is un- 
certain allo on other Grounds. So that was this 
boly Hiſtory as true as any other, it would not be 
true, much leſs obligatory from God on the Con 
ſcience, ſince Chriſt, who came on Purpoſe for 
Revelation, never wrote nor . promiſed Infpira- 
tion to any Writers at .all ; and his, | 
Apoſtles Diſcourſes, were occalional, to. thoſd 
Perſons, Times, and Places, not a perpetual Law 
to all Times and Places, of God's Truth, God's 
whole Truth, and nothing but Ged's Trath, witli, 
out Doubt, for full Aſſurance of Faith, ſtedfaſt, 
unmovable, DEMonsTRATION OF THE SRI 
AND PowER, to BRITONS, which was the only 


Proof of the Biſhop's Commiſion, ent itling to Law, 


Sevenibly, King Ethelberr, to whom it was 
reached; Ada and it was agreed, it ſhould 
be without Force, Compülſion, Coaction, & 
Prejudice: Thus ' writes Bede himſelf, a Priofks 
but it was with Compulſion ayowedly, for the 
Biſhops then claimed a Penal Coercive Power in 
Religion: A Power of Authority to oblige Men 
to the Obedience of Faith, to profeſs Belief, to 
be of the Church, or be damm d, be condemned, 0 
what Puniſhment, what Rod they pleaſed. 


— —_—_—_—_—_ 


2 —— 


Eightbly, — as agel. 

- Eight brought it in by Prep, 

Impoſition, implicite Faith, blind Cuſtom, ' Ignos . 
rance, not by free Rational Conſent, to make 
ic — voluncagp unexccprionable AR of the Fry 
n Law. 10 fl; 

So that chere was' io proper Compact, Core. 
nant, nor Agreement, as is preſumed in the Civil 
| Government, and-as-ought Lair in all Society. 

Infants, unknowing, unconſenting, (but by 
Guarantees not authotis'd even in Scripture,) 
were to be rivetted in, get out as they could; 
the Ignorant, the Credulous, the Superſtitions, in 
that Wark Age, were impoſed on: The Matter 
was not fairly and legally 12 between rhe 
King, People, and Biſhops 
A weak Woman Queen Bertha was felt prac- 
ziſed on, and ruled her Husband, and by him all: 
No free, full, and fair 9 Compact, _ 
or Conſtitution. © | 


Miatbly, It was — as a Drxb, a Quan 
TER, a CONVEYANCE, an INSTRUMENT oF Law, 
a CovenaNr,' of the greateſt Importance be- 
tween God and Bx1Ton's, tranſacted by 
CoMMISSION FROM Gop : One material Flaw 
deftroys a Law. Iuſtrument: And in this ſuppos'd 
are number leſs. Mr. Emiyn ſhewed a kind of For- 
gery in one Text, 2 Theſe three are one.—Sq 
in H mn Hifoy, Pliny's E = have been always quo- 

Primitive Chriſtianity y, arid the tench 

Hock containing that Proof, was forged; for ſt 

was not written by* Pliny; as a great Church 

man and Antiquary Mr. Hearne, evinces, in the 
Oxford Edition of Pliny. 

And in Texts, innumerable Depravations, 15 


in their 1 Immoralities, Abſurdities, and In- 
conſiſtencies, 


L321 | 
conliſtencies may be detected, utterly, ſubretting 
the Authority of a Commiſlion, built upon it. 


Tenthly, The Dates of Time of their Religi- 
on, and che Hiſtory of the Miracles and Prophe. 
fies, as Matters of Fact, ate not- certainly clear 
and evident, that the Thing muſt come from God, 
and none elſe; which is abſalutely neceſſary to tb: 
Divine Obligation of it: There were Miracles, 
Propbeſies, Arch-Flamins and Flamins, like Arch> 
2 and Biſhops, Revelations, Inſpirations, 


racles, Churches, - all the Apparatus of their 
Religion among the Heatbens, all their good Dog+ 
trines; Britons did not want this imported Mer- 
chandiſe. NY N 


Laßiy, It brought in a Government within, 
and contrary to, the Civil; a Religion that has 
in great part, been declared falſe at the Reforma- 
tion, and it canhot be ſhewn, that all is nor on 
an equal Footing :- One, that: has nqt attaitz 
its End propoſed by it: Britons were to have 
been more moral, rational, and happy®by it, they 
have been more wicked, fooliſh,: and | miſerable, 
in it: And as they could not transfer to Man that 
Faith, Conſcience, and Duty, which they ow'd 
to God only, they could not lawfully receive ie 
from Man, as binding them from God. | 


Much more might be added; but all this be- 
ing contrary to ſuch Cuſtom, as is warranted by 
Law, contrary to the Courſe: and Order of Na- 
ture and Reaſon, which cannot be changed, and 
are above all poſitive inſtituted Law, and therefore 
above all pretended to be ſuch, in Religion, All 

this declares, that on the Maxims of Law, Lord 


Coke, 
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Coke, ] _ Littleton, Sir Fobn Davis, $alkeld, 
&c. The Cuſtoms of the Biſhop's Rel:gions, Claims, 
and Eftates, had not a REasoNABLE COMMEXN CE- 
MENT, are therefore Nullities and repugnant to 
the State and the Conſtitution. 
And that the Religion of Chriſt, as a Teacher 
of Right Reaſon, is the Legal Religion, and the only 
ut ConſtruFion, in which Revealed Religion 

can be ſuppoſed to be admitted in Britain, and 
received in the Intention of King and People 
_ informed. One Statute declaratory of this, 
and explaining all the poſitive Laws about Re- 
ligion to be thus intended, according' to the 
Common Law, (in Aid of which only, Statutes 
arid Canons are made) would effectuate the 
Point as eafily, as it was introduced, and far 
more for the publick Good, which the aforeſaid 
Syſtem eſſentially contradicts, becauſe it contra- 
dicts the Principles of the Common Law. 


III eel eee 
C H 8 A P -. III. 


F OR the Preſent, I fhall diſmiſs this great 
Point, with ſome additional Obſervations on 
Eccięſiaſtical Eftates, thus illegally founded. 

Dr. Ayliffe, in his Parergon, has given us a 
Catalogue of the Religious Houſes in England, 
diſſolved by King Henry VIII. thoſe diſcharged 
from Tythes in Virtue of their Orders, and the 
Mitred Abbots called to Parliament, and exempt 
from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. 3 

Colleges are a Sort of Monaſteries, the Head 
and Fellows like the Prior or Ablot and his 

Monks : So are 2 Biſhop and 3 
= aries 


1 ' 


daries are like 2 . 0 or Father, ( Abba, 
Father, in God,) and thelike, '_ 
The Cathedral was a, Convent or Collegs of 
Biſhops and Preshyters, a Monkery : Even the 125 
ſenes and Apoſtles might be ſomething like it, ſor 
a better Lirelihood together. 
Biſhops may be ended as well as Mitred Abbots; 
Cathedrals are 8 Houſes , and may be 
equally diſſolved ; All wete as. Hoſpitals are, each 
a Maiſon de Dieu, Bethel, a Ho e of God, that 
is, dedicated to Gog, or the Publick, which has 
the {ond Senſe : Mitred Abboſs are not now in 
Parliament, Biſhops are the like, 9 | 
Many Monks were freed fromTythes ; ſo may 
and ought the Laity to be: Many were exempr 
from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, ſo ought all zo be; 
che King is or ſhould be exempt from it, asTruſtee 
of the, People, therefore the People originally 
are exempt, and there is no ſuch: Juriſdiction, 
but from the People, and the Parliament : 
„The Eſtates of thoſe Monaſteries in Dr. Ay. 
life amount to great Sums, comparing the Value 
of Coin then with the preſent ; and the richeſt 
were thoſe of Glafteubury_ and Weſtminſter ; the 
Wealth of aw ot ury owing chiefly to a Lyo-gf 
the Thorns and Foſeph of Arimathea, the Cotin- 
ſellor of St. Sepulchre. _ | + 
As Benefices were valued for the King, and 
Biſhops, they ought to be valued for the People: 
Firſt-Fruits were given firſt to God, that is for 
the Publick Good ſo were Tenths : The People, 
the Original of Power, ought to have Tenths 
from the Biſhops, Cc. 1 9 
Queen Anne left her Father, and gave away 
the Tenths or Tythe ; our King may leave the 
| Fathers 


Fathers and give the Tythes to all his Sonb, 
Laity as well as Clergy.” | 

In Edbons Theſaurus, we find the Names of 
Saints, to whom Redories, &c. were dedicated; 
all Chriſtians were called Saints in the New Teſ- 
tament, ſo that they might be ſo meant for their 
Benefit and Wealth. | 

The Dedication-Saints are moſtly Fabulous, 

no Foundation for a Claim of Eſtates. 45 
The Proportion of the Recompenſe to the 
Duty is often uſed as an Argument; neither 
God nor Chriſ ever made it a Duty for a Biſhop 
of L—— to govern that Dioceſe, or for any 
Dean, ArZh-deacon, Prebendary, or Rector to 
pray in this or that Church; they are all willing 
to make the Duty as ſmall, and the Gain as con- 
ſiderable as they can. A If Bil 

Who hath required this Duty at their Hands? 
or given them the Recompence? The Labourer 
is worthy of his Hire, but he is not to hire 
himſelf: They have obtruded themſelves to the 
Duty, and ought to pay themſelves for the Re- 


compence. * 

The rich Clergy ought to maintain the poor 
Laity: Or, properly ſpeaking, all the — ought 
to be Clergy by Turns, and to officiate for one 
another: Any Lay-man might read Forms of - 
Sermons, as the Clergy read Forms of Prayer. 
The Poorer Clergy ought ro be penſioned 
on the richer; they ought to do good, eſpecially 
to thoſe, who are of the Houſhold of Faith: 
which, I think, was a Doctors Text, before the 
Sons of the Clergy, (but who they are, is un- 
certain,) and by that Rule, that Doctor ought 
to maintain Mr. Keith, or the Truth is noe in 

P E 2 him 3 


him: For he that loveth not his Brother, whom 
he hath ſeen, (in low Circumſtances, by his 
Proſecution, Ayglice, Perſecution of him,) how 
can he love God, whom he hath not ſeen ? and 
whom no Canonical Barbarian ever will ſee. 

There is a Method uſeful to the Publick, 
(which is more than any Hierarchy ever was, or 
can be, all Things compared,) obſerved by the 
King of Pruſſia to make his Civil and Military 
Officers Biſhops, Deans, Prebendaries, and Par- 
ſons, by veſting their Revenues in them; And 
it was a noble Scheme propoſed, it is ſaid, 
by one of our Miniſters; in Germany, to ſecu- 
lariſe the Eccleſiaſtical Dignitaries there, for why 
ſnould not they, as well as Books, (which they 
ſeldom read,) be adapted co the Age? They 
love the World, and the World would not be out 
of Love with them, for the Sake of their In- 
come and Power, 

Mr. Efon, of pious Memory, is an Author 
of great Merit among them, for his deyout Re- 
commendation of their Intereſt in his Book, en- 
titled, Theſaurus Rerum Eccleſiaſticarum, a Trea- 
fury of Church Affairs: A very emphatical Title: 
Treaſury means that theſe Religioniſts aim at the 
Pence; the Clergy-man's Vade mecum is a Pocket- 
Companion. 

And he makes this Gain the Syſtem of Charch- 
: Aﬀairs, of their Buſineſs, of all they have to do: 
Iv be enriched in all Things; to live by ſaving 


Faith; alter the Words, a future State, to a 
future Eftate, and it means a Tranſlation, a new 
Plurality, a better Living, or a Living to one who 
has none In which Senſe, they deny a future 
State to ſome, and for their own Part, would ra- 


ther chuſe a preſent Eſtate than a future * 
5 c 
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Ee tells us, that At the Reformation the 


© Tythes, Cc. might more eaſily than at pre- 


« ſent have been reſtored to thoſe Uſes, for which 
© they were originally ſettled Yet this would 
unhinge our Proteſtant Biſhops and Clergy, for 
the Popiſh Revenues were deſigned for Popiſh 
Uſes, and according to this Hint of Mr. Eon, 
either Popery ought to accompany the Revenues, 
or they may as juſtly be taken away from the pre- 
ſent as che Popiſh Biſhops, if there be any di- 
ference: .: - 8 
Theſe Revenues are called Spiritualities This 
roves that Spirit and Matter are the ſame; For 
oney is Matter: Bur if Bibe- Pigs, &c. were 
called Carnalities, it might be as proper, only 
fleſhly Ordinances are forbidden in che New- 
Teſtament. | 

I would here furniſh the Quakers with a new 
—— againſt Tythe-Pigs ; Swine's-Fleſh was 
unclean among the Fewiſh Prieſts and People, fo 
that no Tythe of it could be paid: And the 
Fewiſh Tythes were the Foundation of the 
Claim. | . 

Mr. Eon goes on, that the Tythes, &c. 
© were firſt alienated from the ſecular Clergy, by 
* Popiſh Uſurpation, and then by Bulls and 
other Devices, were eſtabliſhed for the Sup- 
port of Romiſh Superſtition, and Monaſtic 
© Luxury. = | 

Hence it will follow that our Biſhop's preſent 
Revenues, are Uſurpations from the Popiſh Do- 
nors and Poſſeſſors, and ought to be ſuppreſſed. 

And that if che Diſtinction of the Clergy from 
the Laity, was an Uſurpation, that ought to be 
ſuppreſſed too. Paul was a Lay- man. His hav- 


ing 
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ing different Powers no more made him a Clergy= 
man, than a Judge's different Powers makes tim 
one ; a Clergyman's wearing a Gown and Band 
does not make him ceaſe to be a Lay-mah, any 
more than a Barrifter at Law's wearing the ſame 
diſtinguiſhes him out of a Lay-Character: The 
Difference of Clergy and Laity has no Founda- 
tion in the Goſpel : Cierus, Clergy, meant all 
God's People, as Meffah, anointed, meant any 
Man commiſſioned by Authority ; Cyrus, a Hea- 
then Prince, is called a M:fjab - the Clergy's 
aſſuming to themſelves a Difference from the 
Laity, was the Source of Popery, and all the 
Dominion of theſe - Spiritual Gentry, and the 
innumerable Miſchieſs ariſing from it: At firſt in 
this Country, the ſpiritual and temporal Magiſ- 
trates fat on the ſame Bench, this was on the 
Preſumption, that there was truly ſuch a Thin 
as ſpiritual Magiſtracy, which was falſe; - But 
is well obſerved, by Mr. Serjeant Foſter, againſt 
che Coder, that the Tearing away ofthe ſpiritual 
Power from the Temporal, was a Spring of 
— * Unhappineſs and the Root of Anti- 
AJ wo Romiſh Superſtition, what is left of that 
ill among us, is as much Romy/ſb Superſtition, 


1 


as what is taken away; but indeed, Supeyſtition 


is all that is beyond what is neceſſary in Religion 
and every Religion is Superſtition, except that of 
right Reaſon, and moral Virtue, becauſe either 
that is all that is neceſſary to any Society, and 
therefore to any Government whatever, or the 
Conſequence may operate in favour of Popery: 
For once admit the Neceflitv, or Expediency, of 
one Hierarchical Scheme of Religion to all _— 
kind 


i 


the moſt 1 of any in = Wa abe. 
fore 3 Bibs 2 a> 
As to aſtic Luxury, our Bi 

are equally Monks to the La, as the Monks, 4 


called, are to them. I have that Biſhops 


Hs \Presbyters were the — as Abbots aud 


anke, and probably, improved, if they did not 
riſe, from them ; And in 1 ours are not 
tehind-hand with the Popiſh , 

Mr. Eon affirms, that the true and proper 
© Uſe. of thoſe | was, that they oughe 
to have been a apply 0 to the Parochial Clergy 2 
And that the s of the Church-Nevenges 


made a Reformation neceſfary. + 
If ſo, thoſe Impropriations and Tyches which 
a to Biſhopricks and Dignities are wrongs 


and ought to be given to the Paciſn-Prieſts : 
And Reformation is now. as necellary as then. 
Since all, except Morality, is Superſtition 
Morality, or Conformity to God's Autrihutes be» 
ing the whole of Divinity and Religion that is 


quiſite, and a & reſt —— and Popiſh The 


80 fallen, e be reformed. 
| Hee lains of poor Stipends, and Pit- | 


Hotted to ſome of the Clergy.” But 

N 4 the uſe their Court-Intereſt to re- 

dreſs this or other Handle of the Clergy in 

Parliament, - 

He fpeaks of  Servile Compliances of the 

* poorer Clergy.” Are che Richer and the 
Biſhops guilty of no Servile Compliance: 

He ſpeaks, in the Werds of , a Sratate, of 

* mean Stipendiary Preachers depending for their 

0 * Maintenance on the — and 

| © Liking 
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© Liking of their Hearers, and under the Temp- 
© tation of ſuiting their Doctrines and Teaching 
© to the Humours rather than the Good of their 
c Hearers? 3 6 "2-4, FI 
But do not the Biſhops and Clergy, who 
preach or write or act for Preferment, do the ſame 
as theſe poor Men? Therefore, have we any 
Ground for the Believing their Doctrine? Were 
even the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers poor Stipen- 
diary Preachers or no? And were not they under 
the ſame Temptation to ſuit their ine to 
the Humours of their Hearers ? Conſequently 
have we any Security of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion itſelf, on this Principle? 
Mr. Eon fays, © The Doctrines and Labours, 
© of a Teacher, who makes a Figure, and ſeems 
© not to be poor, will be more ſucceſsful ? But 
the Apoſtles ſeemed poor, and made no Figure, 
yet ſucceeded: nor do we read, they -wrought 
Miracles every Time they preached,” or very 
often: And if eliey did, Chriſt | ſaid, Signs ſpall 
follow them that believe ; ſo that modern Biſhops 
and Clergy may work Miracles, 17 THEY BE- 
LIEVE ; if they do not, it is becauſe they are 
Infidels, and how can Infidels convert Infidels? 
But I will tell theſe Teachers a ſhorter Way 
to ſucceed, and that is to be Sa1nTs; the People 
never were, are, nor will be moved by the Figure 
of Biſhops and Clergy, ſo much as by their Sanc- 
tity ; and Heroic Virtue would- be ſufficient for 
that Santtity : No need of Revelation to be 
Saints. Let us ſee Biſhops, 8c. Men of fuper- 
eminent Virtue, without ſo much of Wealth and 
Power, as many of the more glorious and divine 
Heathen Philoſophers were', who contemned 
Opulence and Honours more than the —_— 
, an 
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and Clergy do, and the Work will be accom- 
r 

But, on their Principles, there can be no ſuch 
Thing as a Saint; or that we muſt recur to 
Philoſophy ; to Plato, Epictetus, Pythagoras, So- 
erates, 8c. who p to no Church-Powers 
or Revenues, or to impoſe 'a Revelation and 
Creeds, as from God, on Men; nor ſet up an 
Intereſt and a Party to deceive, or what they call, 
Convert, and what. Mr. Pope terms Out-witting 
che reſt of Mankind: Nor can I be cenſured for 
this Honour done to Philoſophy, for the Reve- 
lationiſts have borrowed almoſt all from them, 
if not all; Plato, Ariſtotle, & c. are in the 
Chriſtian Writers and Preachers, from firſt to 
laſt, and Chriſtianity is Paganiſm, under other 
Names: The Philoſophers were honeſter Men 
than che pretended Saints, and Love of Wiſdom, 
which is Philoſophy, is Lobe of Cbriß, who 
was called, Wiſdom. © e 
Mr. Eon tells us, it will be 500 Tears be» 
fore all the Livings now under 504. per Annum, 
© will be 601. per Aunum. Wt, W_— 

And — leſs * that Time ay ny may _ 
it expedient to diſcharge reveal'd Religion, eſpe- 
cially. in the modern Scheme, from n Amen 
The Biſho ht to be more on the Square 
wich their 1 ray any the Dient ier 
and over-grown ReRors, Fc. (as of Vinwick, 
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Wigan, and the like,) ought to augment the 
T ſmall Livings, 400 620 — n at at 
4 Average, to at leaſt roo J. per Annum T 
* Biſnops and Clergy at firſt lived in Common, and 
d the primitive Scheme is the moſt apoſtolical and 
* orthodox, as their n Canons expreſs it: A 
F 7 F Biſhop 


Biſhop. ought, to 1 to 1 0 Th Thouſands, | 
when his Fellow-Presbyters do nor etijoy one 
Hundred: And even an Apoſtle called himſelf a 
10 ellow · Presbyter, what ſore of. Fellows then art 
ee to be ſo much different frog te Fela 
— This is not the Fellow 
Ghoſh, bur of Simon Magus, a Poll b. be. their 
ruction. 
BEL poor TY. are not ' diſcharged 


from 
entha yaa bh 1 2 70 though they are 


8 paya C 18 pap ls to the Crown: - 
How DL 's that, at Die rence, that, the Sound 
ih more. * <. Ix and; c to & 2 
he Biſhops are or 1 eir own, racy: 

Is this Chrtanity high time to diſ+ 
charge a 15 precedes dre G inſtead of an- 
nd for which ic; vas ſaid to be re 

vealed, eſpecially: in. Points of Charity, which 
reater 5 Faith, itſelf; invers thaie 

En s, and a Man would perhaps: have heen more 


anne and a Chriſ- 


* Whar a * monſtrous bei is this, Taube id by 
2 The) fenbs pad by ; 

77 in \ Fach ge for — and Lands alienated 
* from their "Biſhopricks to the Crown; that is, 


the Crown took away ſuch Manors and Lands from 


Biſhops, as they. never had a juſt Right to, and the 
poor Clergy were to be tax d for it; Net afterwards 
the Crown releaſes this Burden, and the Biſhops. 
continue it, on their Part; , Cbriſtian 
However, this is a Hint, which would juſtify. the 
Crown in e the Biſhops, ſince they 
tax the poor Cler rg „ and in alienating all theitl 
Mr. Be as it did their Lands and Manors: 

r. Efoa. obſetyes, thoſe Lands have, beru- 
mightily 


* — 
„„ „ 
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© miptaily pro d: which, is mbre t thai the 

. haye been, or have done 10 
— ay for they have be Fark worſe tha 
better for chem, and” tliere cher been 75 


Rig 1 rnd 2 ws 


oparc of the Gl it 


ment : The — was not, as 
but Itinerant, to tell thoſe who were ignoranc 


I here wr 8 is unchriſtian, 


the Vacancy of 
ene . Sh has a plain 


ing the ſame Thi Ab 
and hererodox ; 
Sees, a ar Brag 


9 7885 to tak | 


| Mr. Eg, on gras wr Nhe 
Coded, Ws us, the Benny 12 
on tie E taking Pitt Parr of he Terps 
of the vacant f Seeks Sets bu 555 pri i 


Tock our of of the Records oh oth ena 


12282 
152 
in Ab 


'Bible, Fathers; — Councils, 
the ſame Fate, po be. hs, ap hn 980 
of fomething 0 » or ſome other material 


Defect, in ſee 0 che Dema af making 
Trat dnal Scri ptures or Wri ti tings a Rule of Ro- 
| ligion 0 72 on the Conſcience. 


Mr. E farther of Inſtitutions, 1 
ductions, and Tocher Knowledge neceſſary Lo 


on... ub 
202 My Ss 4 A 3 


* 


+ 
So many Arti 115 that © Chriſtian has been | 
2 Gainer 25 Deliverance, from the 10 1 

9ſ es. 


Thoug h how a Gentile could be delivered 950 
s Law 1 never oblig d him we leave to be 


explained by thoſe who ee, the Sn 1 
the Gentiles, 


* . # * > 4 * 
5 
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82 AcR 88 Inſtituticns 5 are not 
excepted from on lation; 
18 That höhe wilely Ter r are eue 


and fram'd in Goyernment, . 
add Motion they 


Tet, by the conſtine Flux. 


are in, as conſtant Care and ee 3 MEAT" 
He to Ts them rig ht. 


ty 
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| ſigned: 17 ere = e wh, the 


Bounds of Property and Right, are every, where 
 nebeſſiry + * 


And if” one ſhould be confined and put down, 
at the People make another, in every * 
l 


1.43.1. 


bott pnblick and Private; and every Man be a 
M hitfeld and a e, iwall Pldoes: o N for 


bis Countr — 
The Bi nnd Clergy dere been rigorous 
being {6 


againſt their Fe enints; ther 
— a Tear: And in Daaieſ s - ſeventy Weeks 
came the Meſſiah, that is, in leſs than a Year, 
and a half, ſome cheat the Dioceſe all round. 
Their Yiſitations . Godlineſp are not to re- 
form the Manners, but get the Zandsi:and Mas 
nors away; They take rveys and Inquiſtions 
every where, impoſe V.algations: at — — 
the Rule of Fines and renewing Leaſes: . 
demoliſhed Groves, Avenues, and Plantations 
raiſed by Gentlemen with long Care and 1 
Have endeavoured: to lay aſide the cuſſom 
Tenure for their Lives, and convert the 
of thoſe Eſtates intd Leaſes for dwenty-· one Tears: 
Conſequently to extinguiſh and ſubvert our Free- 
holds, and reduce the: Number of. Freeho 
in every County, to make . 

of ie whole Nation: 
ellable to re- 


They pretend they. are not 
new with-their Leſſees at the iration of 


Life or Term: May do what t eg and 
ask the Difference between their d 
of the Lait 


Aocer al cheis Revelation, thety Eyes are ſo 
daz zled with the Pomp and Wealth of this 
World, which they renounced: bypacritically- in 
Baptiſm, to get the more; and which is the 
End of re countesfrit; Poverty, and'Se#f-denial of 
their queer Syſtem, that they cannot ſind that 


Difference; 2122 who fo blind as _— who will 
not 5 40Þ 


* ® : * 
, Fall: 


Yer 


be uuf. d. ſuppoſi mg 


Portion ate faid to have a. Fer, or Free-bold, in 


Dr. ws 06! and preſent :S 
Fet Pr. in his antient ate 
of Durham, told chem. che Difference,» that the 
Laity were theic Patrons and Benefactors; there- 
fore they ought to be moderate. in. renewing 
Leaſes, and idfcourage the Improvements of 
Tenants, to avoid che Evil of thoſe Civil Wars, 
which praud Prelates and rigid Clergy had: chief 


— provoking the Laity. 
- The Lait 2 chetr Heirs and Families of 


their Estates for the Sake: of the Church, and, 
as it is obſerred in rÞe-Rights of Princes," p. 
117. 
{ciences bugbr and.; 

Though there are 20,060 of the Nobili 


:Gentry concern d, and under ſuch Impoſttions, 
* be induced | to 80 to Extremities with 


ros Exidtions 1 


gar d them too, 122 having _ Con- 
and 


i Tenants wink ne 
Church Eftates were 
the ſatne- Vith — aud ay might 1 make: the 


beſt Uſe of chem. 
Though by Fiction of Law; Eeccleſaſtical Cor- 


heir Eſtates ; yer, in Reality, they are only Te- 
nante for Lite; ' whereas Lap. Rees are unoonditi. 
on), pure and abſolute;* 5425 % Jog 
The others are compared in ms Books, 
particular ly, 2 Inſt. 627. to Tenants in Dower, 
who — 7. _ for pn or _ are the B 
Eccleſiæ, the or Portion of Chriff s S pos 
but even in . is 2 Difference: For poſe 
Tenant in Dower holds in Ser own Rigbt, - 
the Ecclefaſtical Poſſeſſors is an Uſu-Frufy 
not for himſelf alone, but for the U/e and: Beneht 
of others : they were Stewards for the Por, Oe. ad 


a8 Poor, as Alms-folks themſelves; Lawn-Sleeves 
are 
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are 8 that cher vere W by the 
Pariſh. 

Lay-Tenants come in by Purchoſ baſe, or Deſcent, 
the other, by Free-Gift, the Laity were the Do4 
vors It was a Charity from the Apaſtles Times, 
and properly 1 to a Commiſtion for Chari- 


Tenants of Lay-Fess are nce accountable for 
che Profits they make of their Eſtates, to any 
Perſons ev — Eccleſiaſtical * een a. 
in Dilapi . NA / 

1 ficſt, when a Biſhop's Dioceſe reached no 
farther than one Communion-Table- might ſerve, 
(which was invented for the Offerings) the Gitts 
of Devout People were all their Income: they 
endeavoured. to make them devour, for thoſe 
Gifts : .And as che-Biſhop. was as poor as the, 
meaneſt, they were well maintained by them. 

In the fourth Age, near the time, when Eng- 
land. was converted, or, as Mr, Pope ſays, Out- 
witred, bubbled; » tn were very great: 
Conſtantine made Laws: Churches ta 
be endowed by Gift or i, wit real and im- 
moveable Eftares : The Rich difberited their Fa- 
milies for them: Others, after Endowment, took 


back Leaſes for Lives, a yearly Revenue 
ro — but TP iet Eftates, left 
them as a DzyosrT, in Txusr, for Alms and 
Hoſpitality, and decent Maintenance. of the Clergy; 
Eſtates are not in Truſt, not a Depoſit ; 
the firſt ap's Church was a charitable! (vrpo · 
ration, and ſomething like curs at cbis Day. 
But the Eccleſiaſtical Writings and others, in 
every Age, affirm that the Clergy oughe not to 
pofleſs or appropriate te Revenues of t Church, 
a thi * bm the Patrimony of tbe Poor; 
va the 
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the Nation ĩs poor, ought to take them back again 
3 may ſend che Poſffſſors to the Army: If they 

be ricb, and live on the Revenues, t chey rob the 
poor; and to defraud the Poor is the moſt 
wicked Theft in 2 Ty Gamblers are Saen 
to them. 

Gratian, Dip. 33: Cc. 3: ſpeaks in this Manner: 
And even the Council of Trent, Jeff. 25. de Re- 
form. c. 1. (whoſe Canons: are better than the 
Codex,) lays the ſame. And Dr. Strabas under - 
ſtands this of all Church Miniſters, who EO 

the Depaſitaries of their Revenues. |, 
The Foundation of the Church is laid on the 
Scheme of Univerſal: Beneficence,. in which is 
comprehended the whole Cauſe of. Virtue, and 
what is Beneficial to Mankind: So. that if Bene- 
fices be Mals icial, Malefitent: burtful, they 
ought to be given to Rationalifts, who will make 
them otherwiſe 

For, in England, the. National. H— hens 
been veſted in Fruſt, in the National Church, 

for the ſame Deſign; and in the Laus and Con- 
ſtitution of England, there are Grounds to ſe- 
cure them, For the BENETIT OT THE Pus- 
LIck for ever; between which Laws, and thoſe, 
which concern Lay fees, a wider Difference can- 
not be. 
By the Statute of 25 Ede. c..3. It is declared, 
that the Church of England is founded in Prela- 
ey by the Kings of England, the Earls, Barons, 
and other Nobles ny the Realm, to inform 
THEM; and tbe People of the Law of Gov, 
and.co make Hoſpicalicy, Aided other Works 
at CAR ITT. 
And that Pollefons of great Value were 41 


ngned eto the Prelates and aber People 1 
4 


of the Words, Deo E Ecclefie, to God 
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holy Church, to ſuſtain the Charge b 

Ki and Nobles. * ＋ 
And the Common Law made no Sↄther provi- 


fon for the Poor, who were Provided ſor out 


ot this general and national Fund, till the: Ratute 
of the. th of Queen Elizabeth. +. '. 

Indeed ſome Biſhops have been ſo 2 
table, as, for their own Sakes, to enareaſe this 
Fund, and what they received {rom the Church, 
have returned to it, to carry on the Jobb;- Only 
for the Sons of the: Clergy the Lay-men are 
alſo invited at the Lay-men's Coſt, Mik Fiddics, 
and anew Rehearſal. | 

Dr. Morley, late Biſhop of wi ache g 
go, doo Pounds ro Works of Charity, Lab. 1 
Engl. 45. _ _ Biſhop of Landon, Dr, Rabin- 
ſon, ga the poor Ln Livin rings; the Kai 
Bios, dove n 12 5 

Jobn Wick li 5 afficmed — the "end 
temporal Lords or Free- holders, mi . awful. 
ly, and meritoriouſſy, take away the.'Temporals 
and the Goods of Fortune from Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Men, if they habicually abuſed thema 2 Conc. 
J. Wickliffe, Pryn. 4. Inſtit. 244. 

The Primitive Conftitution of the Church 
and the Intent of the Laws is the fame, which 
accounts Alms to be a Divine Service, and 
what is done to the Poor, for God's Sake, to be 
done to Gd bimſelf, which isthe true M 


the Church, often mentioned in antient Grants 
and Chartularies, i. e. That they of the Church 
or Community to which ſuch Grants are made, 
ſhall hold the Land in Succeſſion, to be employ'd 
in pure and perpetual Alms and Hoſpitality, or in 


Frapk-almeign, as the 2 ſpeak, Co. Lit. 4 
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I 2. Infl.2. Quod datum eft Ecclefie, datum ef 


co. 0 
To ſecure this Truft, the Common Law did not 
commit it to any ſingle Perſon, or ſole Corpo- 
ration; but veſted the Lands of the See in the 
Biſhop, Dean, and Chapter, thoſe of Arch-dea- 
conries and Prebendarics, in their reſpectire 
Otfices, the on Dean, and Chapter : Thoſe 
of the Parſons and Vicars in their Patrons and 
Ordinaries : All theſe were to concur, - to bind 
the Succeſſor, and to hold an even and equitable 
Mean between the Poſſeſſor, and him, who ſhould 
ſucceed: Therefore preſcribed a Rule to let their 
Eſtates, cuſtomary Tenures now in Ute, 
for their Lives, or ewenty-one Years, and not, 
even by Conſent, to go farther. Fd 
But when the Statute of 32. Hen. 8. veſted 
the Power in one, and enabled the ſingle Bodies 
above- named, (except Parſons and Vicars,) ſole, 
and without others, to make Leaſes, though the 
Spirit and Intention of the Act gave no more 
than the ordinary Power to Leaſe for three 
Lires, or one and twenty Years, as it was at 
the Common Law, yet it was found to be too 
much to entruſt any ſingle Perſon, as the Act 
then ſtood: Devices were found out, now the 
Power was veſted in one, to evade and deſtroy 
that Tenure: Which ſheus that Power in 
one, Biſhop or wögſoever, may be apt to be 
ſtretched: So that long and unreaſonable Leaſes 
for Years ſprung up for the Lucre of large Fines, 
unknown to the Common Law, to the Loſs of 
the Succeſſors. Ag * 37 
But they were ſoon condemned by the diſ- 
abling Acts of the iſt and 13th of Queen Elixa- 
 #eth, and brought to the old Practice 3 
\ * IVCF, 
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Lives, or twenty-one Years : Therefore, them 
is nothing new in checking the exorbitant 
Avarice of Biſhops and over-grown Clergy 
All their Revenues were Donations, and the 
Dilapidators or Spoilers of them were to fortcic 
their Office: Therefore the Church is ſaid to be 
inſra Ætatem, in the State of Infants, for of 
fuch is the Kingdom of Heaven; as conſiſting 
of Donatives ; always Babies, and wanting the 
rendereſt Care; 'So that the Common Law, the 
State, is the FATHER Id God of the Church: 
Its Guardian: Biſhops,. &c. are Minors, in 
their Non-age, in Leaging-ſirings and Gocarty, 
but naughty Bantlings, and may want the Rod: 
As it the Guardian of an Infant commits waſte, 
he forfeits his Otfice ; becauſe it is contrary ro 
his Truſt. 2 Inſt. 330, and 12 ac. 1. Godbolt. 
What Wafte and Dilapidation of Souls, the 
Living Scones and Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
are committed by Biſhops ! | AD 55 
The Legiſlator is Guardian, and Over-ſeer— 
their Biſhop —but, we hope, not ſuch as they 
are. 4 ene 
In the 2d of Hey. 2. a Bill was brought in, 
the Effect of which was, That Lands devoutly 
iven, and diſordinately ſpent or miſapplied by 
eligious and Spiritual Perſons, ſhould be ſeized 
into the King's Hands: That the ſame would 
ſuffice to maintain, for the Honour of the King, 
and Defence of che Realm, 15 Earls, 1500 
— 6200 *Squires, and 100 Alms-Houſes, 
for Relief of the Poor: And the King would 


have 20,000 Pounds beſides. | : 
The Dexterity of fome — 2 1 Men pre. 
vented the — 4 that Bill; It — 
1 


ty 
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Laity, who founded the Church, will. not Ge ill, 
and fee its Eſtates miſapplied, or the Tenants 
tormented with heavy Fines and Exactions. 


 - This in Part ſhews the Difference of Eccleſi- 
aſtical and Lay Property.,  -+ + 
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TI E Revolution itſelf ſupplies us with vari- 
ous Topicks, that enervate the Title of 
theſe Eſtates. . 1 
A Complaine of Breach of Truſt, in the King, 
by the Advice of wicked and corrupt Miniſters, 
was the original Cauſe of the Revolution; that 
was thought to have in it the Eſſence of an Al- 
dication ; to break the Truſt repoſed in him by 
his ſuppoſed Compact with the People, was 
deemed co be a virtual DereliiFion..of his Office, 
which was held on the Condition of his adher- 
ing to that Compact; and alſo to be a Forfeiture 
| of his Crown ; ſince it reverted to thoſe who gave 
it on that Condition, and his Title was ex- 
tinguiſhed by his Miſmanagement. we wig 
That is, the King was ſubje to the General 
Laws and Sanctions of the Conſtitution, and, 
ſince the King could do no Wrong, when he did 
wrong, he ceaſed to be King. 8 
So if a Biſhop does wrong he ceaſes to be a 
Biſhop; it is a Term of Office : If he breaks 
the Truſt, he abdicates his See, all the Spiritua- 
lices and. Temporalities belonging to it: Re- 


nounces 


„ 
nounces his Office, abdicates his Authority, and 
ſorfeits his Regalia and Aſtate, which are on 
annex d to the rightful Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe 
of his Function. Tr 
Ic is the ſame with any other Church-Officer ; 
the Character is not indelible, but Conditional, 
and Fiduciary, On Truft, it is a Fidei-Com- 
miſſum; a Depoſit : As Paul ſaid, O Timathy, 
keep that which is committed to thy Truft; what 
that was, we are not direfly informed, but are 
to infer, 
It would be a monſtrous Suppoſition, that a 
King ſhould loſe his Crown, by a Breach of 
Truſt, and a Prelate not loſe his Eſtate, by the 
like Tranſgreſſion: or 
With this eſſential Difference ſtill, that the 
Office of a King is veſted in him, by the rea- 
ſonable Compact and Conſent of the People, 
a Prelate's is not: It is ſomething a-kin to no- 
thing, in Nubibus, to which, at firſt, no Ra- 
tional Conſent was, or poſſibly could be, given. 
So that, ſtrictly, he forfeits, what he had 
— except de facto, in the meer Poſſeſſon 
ONLY « | | 
The Breach of Truſt, on this Head, conſiſts 
in ſeveral Articles, and to be particular, in this, 
that their Eſtates were à Truſ# for Alms, and 
Charity, and are not fo diſpoſed of, : 
All their Local Powers and Rights in this 
Country, were a Truſt from the Prince, who, 
imprudently and without the deliberate Option 
of his People admitted them here, on the ex- 
preſs Condition, that they ſhould make uſe of nv 
coercive Power, no Compulſion, in their Reli- 
gious Adminiſtrations, which they have done, 
which they have and do claim to themſelves, as 
in 


* 


D 
their Juriſdiftion, their Church-Government, Au- 
thority, their Spiritual Courts, Inhibitions, Ex- 
communications, and the whole Frame of their 
Diſcipline: This is a direct notorious Breach of 
Truſt, and incurs the Forfeiture of Eſtates and 
Emoluments. "i 

They pretend alſo a Truſt from-Chrift + That 
was, it any, of Souls only, not of Temporals ; 
and it was ſuſpended on one Condition, among 
many others, that they ſhould not teach for 
Doctrines the Commandments of Men, that they 
ſhould not make void the Commandments of 
God, by their Traditions, that they ſhould not 
exerciſe Authority, like the Kings of the Gentiles, 
much leſs, over Kings; that their Government, 
as ſubordinate to his Kingdom, ſhould not be of 
this World, that they ſhould follow his Laws 
and Example, that they ſhould not lay any other 
Foundation, but his, not betray his ſole Le- 
— Power, by aſſuming a diſtinct one, and one 
that oppoſes his, to themſelves; that they ſhould 
ſtand faſt in his Liberty, and not be entangled 
again in the Yoke of Bondage, either of Judaiſin 
or of Paganiſm, many of whoſe Ordinances, 
Rites and Ceremonies, they have received. 

This Truſt, from their Lord, or his Church, 
his faithful People, they have manifeſtly violated, 
and incurred the Forfeiture. x | 

They have alſo broken the Truſt which was 
lodged in them by the People, by Engliſhmen 
and Britons, | 

Which Truſt from them, as Men, was, a ra- 
tional and moral Guidance of their Minds and 
Actions, to a Conformity and Acceptance with 
God; not as blind Guides of the Blind, as i 


rant Teachers of che Ignorant, by leading them 
captive 


[ 55 ] 
captive to what is above Reaſon, thetefore can- 
not be proved Reaſonable, and what is often 
contrary to it: What determines their Minds 
and Wills by the irreſiſtible Force of an extra- 
neous Agent, makes them, not Men, but Ma- 
chines, and ruins Vice. and Virtue, by making 
their Actions and Souls nor to be their own. 
They have likewiſe broke their Truſt in the 
Relation of Enzliſbmen and Britons, by ſetting, 
up a foreign Juriſdiction, and introducing here a 
foreign Authority: not of the Growth of this Land, 
or of its Laws; but Exotic, againſt the Spirit of 
Oath, which oppoſes the Acknowled t of 
any foreign Power, Authority, or Juriſdiction ; 
and againſt the Genius of our Laws, which is 
Jealous of the Encroachment of Strangers ind 
Foreigners to the Commonwealth of our 1ſrael. 

Regeneration is a Term of the Jewiſb Tul. 
mudical Law, it meant, being Naturalized ta the 
Rights of Jews, or a Kind of Neu- Birth from 
the State of the Gentiles, or of Nature and Na- 
tural Religion So that it was rather being an- 
naturalized; and it is directly avowing that 
Scheme to be oren, out of our Nation, into 
which it admits Britons. We were thought 
and called Foreigners to that, which therefore was 
foreiga to us; Baptiſm was the Ceremony of that 
Naturalization"; as Bathing was the Ceremony 
of making Knights of the Bath ; and as a Tap 
on the Shoulder with the Sword is a Ceremony 
of making other Knights to fight under the Ban- 
ner of the Maker. 

In ſuch Points, they have broke the Truſt, 
and incurred the Forfeiture. 
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They are bound to prove the Birth of Chriff 
as nicely as it has been required to prove the 
Birth of the Pretender: They have taken upon 
themſelves the Onus Probandi of this, and of all 
their Aſſertions; they cannot throw this upon 
the State, for they pretend to be original Go- 
vernors of the Church, and Teachers of thoſe 
Lay-People that compoſe the State; they have 
ſuggeſted, directed, preached, prompted, ad- 
vited, the whole Syſtem: It lies at their Door. 
And farther, whether they: have claimed to 
be dependent or independent of the State, they 
have incurred a Dilemma 
If Independent, by that they ayow, that they 
have nothing to do with the State, or the State 
- with them, as to Eſtates or Secular Powers : 
therefore have no Pretenſions on the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, nor can, of Right, complain, if he takes 
away their Secular Profits; they are indepen- 
dent; | | 18 
710 Dependent, they are ſubject to the like 
8 of Office and Authority with 
others, and incur the like Deprivations and Diſa · 
bilities. - | 06 10 
King William, our Deliverer, was a Dutchman : 
In Holland, the Calviniſt Church there is paid 
by the. State ; what Exception can our Prelates, 
who are properly Calviniſts, according to the 
thirty-nine Articles, alledge againſt the like Oeco - 
nomy here ? peta © 
Calvin was much concerned in Modelling 
the Church of England, and now the Whig- 
Biſhops, as ſuch, by their Principles of Mogera- 
tion, in the Character of Low-church-men, cans 
not decently object to the Inſtitution of a Cal- 
Dy | vinian 


— 
eiiax Church, which to them is the moſt con- 
ſiderable, the moſt important of our Allies, the 
Church of our political Saviour and to us a 
kind of Civil Metab. | | 
At the Retormation, the Biſhops and Clergy 
abdicated, renounced, Popery, their Eſtates are 
chiefly of Popiſh Foundation, and entirely of 
that Model; and therefore, are, in effect, already 
abdicated by them: Eſpecially as they were ſet- 
tled for Popiſh Uſes, and for thoſe only, with 
Imprecations and Anathemas co the Contrary ; 
They are not fond of being obnoxious to Curſesand 
Anathemas, but naturally deſirous of putting away 
the accurſed Thing far from the midſt of them. 
They cannot object, that the Church would 
be in danger, for the Church is the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, which never can be in Dan- 
er; and, as to the Security of the Church's 
belvg perpetual, in the Words, for ever, and al- 
ways, and the like, inſerted in the Statutes, rhat 
cannot be depended upon, for the Church · of 
Rome was rather more enſured by Magna Charta, 
and other Laws, yet has been abdicated And 
the Law of Moſes was promiſed to be eternal, 
yet is changed by the Goſpel, (though: retained 
by Chriſtians,) 1 is conditionally ſo, ex 
Hypotheſi, i. e. if it ſhall be politically con- 
venient, which is one Reaſon that Biſhops purſue 
the Court, intriguing with all that even remotely 
belong to it, to keep off an Enquiry. 
There is another Breach of Truſt, chargeable 
upon them, that they break their own Canons 
and Laws: As, in one Caſe, in not reading twice 
a year Magna Charta, in their Cathedrals, (and 
many other Inſtances,) as the Statute requires. 
And they add Laws of their own, in diſtribut- 
ing written or printed Articles and Rules for 
Vilications, Co tions, &c. contrary to the 
Statutes, by which they may be in a Præmunire. 
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In France, the Revenues of the Clergy ate 
conſidered among the Finances, which adds to 
and corroborates the Argument drawn from the 
Practice of King William's Church, and amounts 
to a Cathoiick, or Univerſal Conſent, that the 
Treaſurer, who is the People's Officer in the 
Super-intendance of theirCaſh and Subſtance, is the 
Supreme Biſhop under the King, has a Right and 
incumbent Obligation to diſpoſe of their Revenues. 

It cannot be pleaded, that this would cut them 


to the Quick, and reduce Lawn- Sleeves, and 


Pudding - ſſeeves to a State of Querpo, or politi- 
cal Circumciſion, for a Biſhop allows the Clergy 
as little as He can, in all Reſpects, and the ſu- 
periour Clergy do the like to the Inferior, eſ- 
pecially the poor Curates, Readers, and Sub- 
alterns, who deſerve the moſt, by their Labour 
and Attendance; therefore, this is a direct and 
formal Improvement of the Onerpo Scheme, 
which is their own Creature: They tear all from 
the Backs of the Laity and Lower Clergy ,and, 
if in return, they bring all upon their own Backs, 
it is— Arte perire ſud — With what Meaſure you 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 

Archbiſhop 2/lotſon preached ſome very good 
Sermons on Reſtitution, as an indiſpenſable Ar- 
ticle of true Repentance, that we ought to reſtore 
what has been obtained from others; in a leſs 
direct Manner that Doctrine is now preached by 
that Eloquent and Reaſoning Primate to the Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, and Over-grown Clergy, of the 
prefent Times: It is not a Reſtitution, or Reſtcra- 
tion, in a Civil View (which might in his Opinion 
prevent this,) but a Spiritual, that is enforced by 
that Great Metropolitan, which agrees to the 
preſent purpoſe, 


' © This Revolution of aldicating Biſhops, c. 


might be effected with greater Facility, than the 
AbJication of King Fames : Ong conſiderable, 
| Deſerter 
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Deſerter, on Principle, might bring it to bear 
the Britiſþ World is prepared for it, the Britiſh 
Neceffities require it ; a rough Shake has been 
given co the Prelates, and, as Mr. Bayle remark'd 
on Luthers Life, one Shake more would demo- 
liſh them :The Cry is 2 es of all are open. 
This Point ought to be purſued, by Induction, 
of all the Archbiſhopricks, Biſhopricks, and ſpi- 
ritual Promotions: We have unhorſed Kings, 
Popes, Sc. have numerous Precedents, and 
leaving Biſhops to their own Fate would be 
a Merit beyond that of quitting a King or a Mi- 
niſter of State. | 
In Sum, thoſe Eftates were given to, that is, 
ſome way, under ſome Pretenſe, obtained for 
God and the Church: The Church of England 
is the Company of the Faithful, diſperſed or 
diſtreſſed over the Land: Charity is the Great 
Duty, beyond Faith; the firſt Charity is to the 
Houſhold of Faith, the true Owners of thoſe 
Eſtates and Powers; the next to the Church, the 
Nation, the People ; the Faithful are the Ra- 
tional and Moral, the true Patriots: The Church 
is Poor, it owes more than it can pay, beſides 
Taxes of all Sorts: It is almoſt broke, but does not 
yet run away, becauſe we ſtand by one another ; 
each ſays, in drinking, I'll pledge you; I'll be 
your Bail? your Guarantee: We are Security for 
one another, againſt Bond, Judgment, and Exe- 
cution : Our Goods go of themſelves to the 
Brokers every Year ; ſo that theſe Eſtates for 
God and the Poor, are next for the Nation ; the 
Lord (the Poor who repreſent him) has need of 
them: He has not now zeed of an Aſs, a 
Biſhop, but of Supplies, and Biſhops are only 
Stewards or Guardians fer the Church, which is 
now of Age to account with them. 
O Author of the Codex, haſt thou appeal'd 
to the Canon Law, and to Popery ? To Rem, 
be thou 
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thou ſhalt go: One is a Forgery, and tho Kh: 
ſed true, againſt thee ; Popery was never rea 
w in this Country, but treaſonable; and we wi 
avail ourſelves of thy Conceſſion, that the Com- 
mon and Canon Laws are contrary to each other. 
O Author of the Tryal of the Witneſſes, baft 
thou appealed. to the Evidenc of che Com- 
mon Law ? We demand that Evidence for every 
Article of thy Religion. : 
We demand, that 3 produce and prove a 
haluable Conſideration for your Eftates ; if none, 
they are void in Law: God's Acceptance may 
be obtained without your Religion: And if it 
ſhould happen co be a Sin to believe you, and a& 
by your Precepts, a Man may be damned for it. | 
Luther appeal'd from Popery, Infallibility, 
Error, Church-Authority, Canon-Law, from the 
Inſpiration and Revelation of the Church, to 
Right Reaſon, and Divine, that is, moral Duty, 
as far as he could adjuſt it: He was a Reformer, 
there is no other ultimate Standard of Reforming. 
Lex non cogit ad impoſſibitia, the Law does 
not compel ro Impoſſibilities: Biſhops compel 
to them, by infiſting on a Belief of, an Aſſent 
ro a Text, an Inſpiration, a Tradition, which 
it is impoſſible to prove by Common-Law Evi- 
dence: and which if admitted, muft deſtroy Free- 
Agency, and with that, all Morality und Reli- 
gion, in Courſe : Leaving the Civil State, eit her 
with the Religion of Right Reaſon, which is a 
Conformity to the Divine Attributes, the Per- 
tection of Religion, or without any Religion 
at all, and introducing National Atheiſm, with all 
its Conſequences ; of which the Spiritual Impoſers 
or Impoſtors will be the Criminals, | 
According to Cbriſt's ewn Doctrine (which is 
all that Chriſtians ſtrictly have to do with, for 
the Apofiles were nit Legiſlators, much leſs 
others from them) he was, zf the Father pleaſed, 
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to come in that Age : That Generation was 
not to paſs till all was fulfilked ; he was to come 
ſoon, 2 in à little while: They are his 
own Words: Lo, I am with you always to the 
End of the Age, aur, not the End of the Warld, 
as it 18 knaviſhly interpreted to make the Hie- 
rarchy and ics Eſtates perpetual; therefore after 
that Generation, they could have no Authority, 
much leſs a Title to Eftates and Powers 1800 
Years after, or to the World's End, which may 
be as long before it happens, as ſome ſay, it 
was, before it commenced ; It they begin to call 
any to account for theſe Enquiries, they ma 
find as many Perſons diſpoſed by Degrees to ca 
them to Account, from firſt to laſt ; it is a pret 
long Reckoning: Luiber's firlt Stroke met wit 
Patrons, by Degrees: Truth alone is the Church 
that is built on the Rock of Ages, againſt which 
the Gates of Hades, that is, the Incidents of Mor- 
tality, ſhall not prevail: Right Reaſon is che only 
Guide to Truth; therefore they are the Church, 
they are the infallible everlaſting Goſpel, they 
are Chriſtianity, and Revelation: Even Penn, 
the Quaker, has ſhewn this: Theſe at the Bot- 
tom are the — Principles, as they are of 
every wiſe and honeſt Man; this was, really, 
the Patriggchal Religion, to be reſtored on the 
Abolitioff of Paganiſm and Fudaiſm ; the Hie- 
rarchy is Pagan and Fudaical, and to give Way 
to the Evangelical Church of Reaſon and Virtue, 
the Image of God, and the Proper Heaven of 
an intelligent Being: Theſe will coſt little, but 
they are Pearls of great Price in themſelves; 
worth more than two eccleſiaſtical Millions, and 
ought to Save the Money, which is a Tzve 
SALVATION, x, 00% OE 
For Salvation meant Deliverance from ſuch 
Evils as God threatned to the cus, for their Sins 
$I | againſt 
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ga galnſt che Law which were Temporal, implyingg 
25 25 Temporal Meffiab. Wrarh td . den d 1 
 Eyuls te tome in this Lie. The World to comp. 1 
tlie World under the Aab; to come i thx 
Life. Heaven meant either the Air, or any Flags * 
vhere God favourably is, or promiſed to be. The 1 
Kingdom of Heaven meant the Time and Place of 
the Kingdom or Reign of. the Meſſab in this 
Life; ſuppoſed to be promiſed by God. Fhernal 
Lie meant the State of continual Living free from 
the temporal Puniſhment of Sin in this Life, 
thteatned by God to the Fews in the Law of Mſes. 
Damned meant condemn'd by the Law to thoſe Pu- 
niſhments: Judgment meant God's inflicting ſuch 
Puniſhments here, and calling Men to A&unt. 
Day ef Judgment meant the Time when that was 
to be: Chriſt ſaid, as ſuppos d, the Father only - | 
|  knewit; that is, God knows when, which an 
_ - might reveal. Reſurrettion was Phariſaiſm from 
Pagan Philofophy, preached” by Paul, from the 
Phpariſees. Hell meant any dark Place, Priſon, Dun- 
geon, Grave, or the Valley of Hinnom, where Bo- 
were burnt, or the Place where melted Lead 
Was poured down the Throat of a temporal Male- 
Factor, call'd Combeſtio Anime, or the burning of 
His Soul, or Life away, called by CHriſt, killing the 
Soul: This is Scripture. Lord Herbert and others 
have prov d, that God, Repentance, ancha future 
State, were known by Reaſon, They are ſuppos'd 
in the Bible, not revealed there: And Immortality 
_"agSagoiz meant, that the Bodies of choſe, wha 
- were alive at the Coming of the Meſſiab in this 
World, ſhould be preſerved free from Diſſolution 
by Fire, or the ſame as Eternal Life, or never 
puniſhed by: Fire here, &c. The Preachers who ? 
teach otherwiſe forfeit their Eſtates as incapacirated 2 
by Ignorance, or Seduction. 20 NO 65 4 
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